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LESSON FOCUS: Build your life on the pillars of God’s wisdom, not decaying folly.

Feast with Wisdom
A Present-Day Illustration

Destini looked again at her day planner. She had next 
Friday night marked down for dinner with Mother Rue. 
She would have to call her social club members back 

and let them know that she could not make it after all.
The Black and Mighty (BAM) women’s group were mingling 

for happy hour and dinner with other black organizations in 
the St. Louis, Missouri, area. The women were mostly excited at 
the number of men’s groups who had decided to join.

“I’m going and will be looking super fine, because I’m going 
meet my husband!” one of BAM members declared.

Indigo, the BAM secretary, asked Destini over the phone, 
“Are you seriously going to go have dinner with an old 
woman, when you could meet a quality man next week?” 

Destini laughed at her friend’s question. “Absolutely,” said 
Destini. “I love my times with Mother Rue. They are priceless.”

“Can’t you reschedule?” Indigo asked.
“We have rescheduled several times,” explained Destini. 

“Mother Rue is a great woman of God. She has done and seen 
a lot and has great wisdom. I always learn something from our 
time together. She gives me foundational principles to build my 
life and future family on.”

“Girl, I don’t get it,” said Indigo, “but don’t be mad if I end 
up meeting a gorgeous man.”

Destini smiled as she hung up. She then put her dinner date 
with Mother Rue into her cell phone. 

1. What foundational principles of life should we teach our 
children?

2. Why is a good life foundation important?

3. Finish this sentence: The best life foundations are built 
on ___________.
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An Invitation to Wisdom’s Table
Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, KJV
1 Wisdom hath builded her 

house, she hath hewn out her 
seven pillars:
2 She hath killed her beasts; 

she hath mingled her wine; she 
hath also furnished her table.
3 She hath sent forth her 

maidens: she crieth upon the 
highest places of the city,
4 Whoso is simple, let him 

turn in hither: as for him that 
wanteth understanding, she 
saith to him,
5 Come, eat of my bread, and 

drink of the wine which I have 
mingled.
6 Forsake the foolish, and 

live; and go in the way of 
understanding.
8 Reprove not a scorner, lest 

he hate thee: rebuke a wise 
man, and he will love thee.
9 Give instruction to a wise 

man, and he will be yet wiser: 
teach a just man, and he will 
increase in learning.
10 The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom: and 
the knowledge of the holy is 
understanding.

In Proverbs 9, Solomon not only described wisdom’s great 
attributes but told us about the great house she has already 
built, of “seven pillars.” While the exact meaning of the pillars 
is debated, the number seven often indicates completeness and/

Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, NIV
1Wisdom has built her house; 

 she has set up its seven pillars. 
2She has prepared her meat and  
  mixed her wine; 
 she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her servants, and  
  she calls 
 from the highest point of the city, 
4“Let all who are simple come to  
  my house!” 
 To those who have no sense she  
  says, 
5“Come, eat my food 
 and drink the wine I have  
  mixed. 
6 Leave your simple ways and you  
  will live; 
 walk in the way of insight.”

8Do not rebuke mockers or they  
  will hate you; 
 rebuke the wise and they will  
  love you. 
9Instruct the wise and they will be  
  wiser still; 
 teach the righteous and they will  
  add to their learning.

10The fear of the Lord is the  
  beginning of wisdom, 
 and knowledge of the Holy One  
  is understanding.
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or perfection in the Bible; likewise, God’s wisdom is complete 
and perfect. A house of seven pillars also suggests a magnificent 
estate that will not be easily shaken. Our God too is wonderful 
and strong, as well as generous.

Wisdom has not only built her house, but also invites every-
one to come and dine. She has already “prepared her meat  
. . . mixed her wine . . . [and] set her table” (vs. 2). She has sent 
out servants to call to everyone to the feast, and she herself 
calls from the highest point of the city (vs. 3). It is interesting to 
observe that wisdom’s call especially targets the “simple” and 
“those who have no sense” (vs. 4). Solomon did not refer to 
foolish people, but rather to those who lacked knowledge and/
or were naïve. They are encouraged, “Leave your simple ways 
and you will live” (vs. 6). They are invited to come and learn 
(see also James 1:5). By extension, wisdom’s call ultimately goes 
out to every person who is willing to learn from and obey God. 

Wisdom then counsels the reader on how to respond to both 
the foolish and wise. “Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate 
you” (vs. 8)—do not waste time on people who will not lis-
ten; your words will only provoke rather than instruct them. 
However, correcting those who are wise will not only make them 
wiser and smarter, but will earn you their love (vss. 8-9).

Solomon then declared in verse 10, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” Note that “the fear of the Lord” is the “begin-
ning of wisdom.” A healthy fear of the Lord puts one in a posi-
tion to listen to and honor Him, and a “knowledge of the Holy 
One” gives deeper understanding into His will. As one loves, 
reverences, and takes the time to know God more and more, 
God generously shares His wisdom.

4. What can be inferred from Solomon’s description of how 
the house of wisdom is built? 

5. Who does Wisdom invite to her feast? 

6. Why is “the fear of the Lord” (vs. 10) important, accord-
ing to Solomon?
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Folly’s Call—and Its Results
Proverbs 9:13-18, KJV
13 A foolish woman is clam-

orous: she is simple, and 
knoweth nothing.
14 For she sitteth at the door 

of her house, on a seat in the 
high places of the city,
15 To call passengers who go 

right on their ways:
16 Whoso is simple, let him 

turn in hither: and as for him 
that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him,
17 Stolen waters are sweet, 

and bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant.
18 But he knoweth not that 

the dead are there; and that her 
guests are in the depths of hell.

Those who do not fear or understand the Lord reject Him, 
His will, and His wisdom. They instead hear and follow a 
different call. In verses 13-18, Solomon contrasted the call of 
wisdom with the call of folly, using several of the same words 
and phrases. The implications are: a) that folly is fond of coun-
terfeiting wisdom, and b) that it takes wisdom to distinguish 
between the two calls. 

For example, Solomon also used the word “simple” to 
describe folly, but this time the meaning is different: Folly not 
only “knows nothing,” but doesn’t desire to know anything; 
she is “unruly” and wishes to remain in her foolishness (vs. 13). 
Folly too is at the highest point of the city, but does not send 
out messengers; rather, “She sits at the door of her house, on a 
seat” (vs. 14). She is “calling out to those who pass by, who go 
straight on their way” (vs. 15)—people who are simply mind-
ing their business but who may be susceptible to temptation. 

Proverbs 9:13-18, NIV
13 Folly is an unruly woman; 

 she is simple and knows  
  nothing. 
14 She sits at the door of her house, 
 on a seat at the highest point of  
  the city, 
15 calling out to those who pass by, 
 who go straight on their way, 
16 “Let all who are simple come to  
  my house!” 
 To those who have no sense she  
  says, 
17 “Stolen water is sweet; 
 food eaten in secret is delicious!” 
18 But little do they know that the  
  dead are there, 
 that her guests are deep in the  
  realm of the dead.
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Folly sits lazily on her seat, hoping to attract others who like-
wise want to do things “the easy way.”

Again, Folly’s call starts off identical to wisdom’s call in 
verse 4: “Let all who are simple come to my house!” (vs. 16). 
But from there, it turns insidious. Folly does not wish to bring 
the “simple” and “those who have no sense” up higher, but to 
take advantage of them. There is no feast prepared; rather, she 
entices the simple and senseless by declaring, “Stolen water 
is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!” (vs. 17). Folly actu-
ally suggests that stolen food and drink is more desirable than 
God’s free feast!

Whatever pleasures that Folly offers are of the forbidden 
kind. Because of our sinful nature, we are always drawn to 
such things. Therefore, Solomon then revealed beforehand the 
true fate of Folly’s “guests”: Instead of receiving a feast, her 
guests “are deep in the realm of the dead” (vs. 18). The ways 
of sin may be “sweet” and “delicious” for a short while (vs. 17; 
Heb. 11:25); but sooner or later, they lead to certain death—not 
only physically but spiritually (Rom. 3:23; 7:11, 23-24). Rather 
than have his son(s) discover it for themselves, Solomon want-
ed them to understand the ending of the foolish before they 

chose the way of Folly.

7. How did 
Solomon describe 
Folly? How does she 
differ from Wisdom?

8. How is Folly’s 
call similar and dif-
ferent to Wisdom’s 
call? 

9. What is the fate 
of Folly’s “guests”?

A feast of Middle Eastern foods. Wisdom offered a feast 
on God’s wisdom, while Folly offered “stolen” food 
and drink that leads only to “the realm of the dead”  
(vss. 17-18)
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Ways to Recognize a Foolish Person
Most of the time we can quickly tell someone is acting fool-

ish or reckless, but sometimes we don’t realize when we have 
become foolish ourselves. That is why it is important to pay 
attention for the signs of a foolish person. 

Foolish people tend to love things that will harm them in the 
long run, because they do not see past the present. For example, 
they don’t see that driving down the highway at 90 mph can 
lead to a horrific accident that could take their own life and the 
lives of innocent people. They don’t see where going out and 
getting drunk every weekend could lead to alcoholism and a 
compromised health. They don’t see where lying and stealing at 
their workplace can lead to unemployment or jail time. 

Foolish people are in love with only themselves, and they 
don’t see how their self-centered actions can hurt the very 
people they are supposed to love. They don’t have any relation-
ship with God, and they often think others are foolish for even 
thinking there is a God. A few might come to church and try to 
fit in for a period of time, but soon they will become bored, and 
encourage others to leave that “nonsense” behind.  

But there are foolish people who regularly attend church, 
too. They are those who believe just being a good person and 
not overtly breaking the Ten Commandments is all that God 
really wants of them. They are satisfied with showing up most 
Sundays and think putting a few dollars in the collection plate 
will assure them a good seat on the heaven-bound train. They 
do not understand what a real relationship with God involves, 
nor do they care. They are there—and that is good enough.

10. What are some of the pillars a foolish person builds his 
or her life on?

11. Why don’t these foolish people see they are building 
their lives on crumbling pillars?

12. How can we keep ourselves from being foolish people?
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of June 29 through July 5

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Matthew 10:16-23—Wise Counsel for Defending Your Faith.
Tues. Isaiah 35:1-10—Wise Deeds of the Coming Messiah.
Wed. Luke 7:24-28—John the Baptist, God’s Messenger.
Thurs. Matthew 11:1-6—The Messiah’s Wise Deeds. 
Fri. Matthew 11:20-24—Woes on Unwise Cities.
Sat. Matthew 11:25-30—Wisdom’s Invitation to Come and Rest.
Sun. Matthew 11:7-19—Wisdom Is Vindicated by Her Deeds.

My Rock and Redeemer
It is reassuring to know that God is always available and 

willing to share His wisdom with those who seek it. God is also 
faithful in providing ways for us to avoid foolishness, which is 
still just around every corner, calling out to us. A life built on 
God’s wisdom will sustain you through the tragedies and joys 
of life. Remember He is the Solid Rock. He will never leave 
or forsake you. As David says, the Lord is “my Rock and my 
Redeemer” (Ps. 19:14).

 � On the sheet of paper, write God a short letter telling Him that 
you want to follow His wisdom, but there are times you are drawn 
to foolish choices. Ask God to help you find the way of wisdom, 
so you can avoid foolish decisions that would pull you away from 
Him.

KEY VERSE
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowl-
edge of the holy is understanding.  —Proverbs 9:10, KJV

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding.  —Proverbs 9:10, NIV


