
blueprint    61    

cu
t 

he
re

Ever since King David made Jerusalem the capital of his united 

kingdom, this city has been precious to Jews. Many people cooperated to revive it from 

devastation  caused by the Babylonian invasion. Nehemiah was one of those who devoted 

his life to this goal. Leaving the plush position as cupbearer to the Persian king in the 

citadel of Shushan, Nehemiah journeyed to defenseless Jerusalem and determined to 

rebuild its walls. 

  & Read Nehemiah 2:11-18.
As all good leaders do, Nehemiah first took a survey of the job that had to be done. What 

he saw was a scandal to all Jews and to the Lord Himself. All the neighbors mocked a 

nation whose God appeared unable to preserve the capital city.

Nehemiah assembled the discouraged Jewish leaders and common workers to get their 

cooperation. Nehemiah presented two important ideas to these Jews. First, God’s hand 

was upon him. Second, the Persian king had commissioned him to rebuild the walls 

of Jerusalem. The program caught the imagination of the people, and they committed 

themselves to the work.

The way Nehemiah tackled his task illustrates the approach to problems a leader in 

any generation might take. He surveyed the situation, assembled the human resources 

available, summarized his human credentials for the people, shared how God had blessed 

him in the past, and inspired them to action.

 C What steps did Nehemiah take in order to get the job done? How might Nehemiah 

be an example to those who want to follow God’s will in completing a particular 

project?

  & Read Nehemiah 2:19.
No sooner had building started than outsiders began to try to stop it. These opponents 

were headed by Sanballat the Horonite, the governor of Samaria; Tobiah the Ammonite, 

who Nehemiah would later put out of the private quarters in the temple; and Geshem the 

Arabian.
They used various tactics to stop the Jews from working: scorn (Neh. 2:19) and threats 

of violence (Neh. 6:10-13). Sound familiar? The same tactics are used by Satan today. 

Fortunately, Nehemiah lived in such close fellowship with God that he understood the 

tactics of the enemies of God’s people. He didn’t let them stop him.

 C What tactics did Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem use to try and stop Nehemiah’s work?

  & Read Nehemiah 6:15-16.
Within 52 days, in the year 445 b.c., the breaches in the walls of Jerusalem were repaired 

and the gates rehung. Both the humiliated opponents of the project and the workers on 

the project gave the Lord credit for its success.

Nehemiah had set out to accomplish a “mission impossible.” Because he was willing to 

do his work faithfully, the mission was a success, and God’s name was glorified.

 C What did Nehemiah and the people accomplish in spite of the opposition? What 

qualities in Nehemiah showed that He was focused on God?

building up broken walls:
 Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem 12 

 Bi
ble

 St
ud

y

lesson 12  Bible Study

Selections from Nehemiah

Nehemiah 2:11-19
11I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there 
three days 12 I set out during the night with a 
few others. I had not told anyone what my 
God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. 
There were no mounts with me except the 
one I was riding on 
13By night I went out through the Valley Gate 
toward the Jackal Well and the Dung Gate, 
examining the walls of Jerusalem, which 
had been broken down, and its gates, which 
had been destroyed by fire. 14Then I moved 
on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s 
Pool, but there was not enough room for 
my mount to get through; 15so I went up the 
valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, 
I turned back and reentered through the 
Valley Gate. 16The officials did not know 
where I had gone or what I was doing, 
because as yet I had said nothing to the 
Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or 
any others who would be doing the work. 
17Then I said to them, “You see the trouble 
we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been burned with fire. Come, 
let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we 
will no longer be in disgrace.” 18I also told 
them about the gracious hand of my God 
upon me and what the king had said to me. 
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So 
they began this good work. 
19But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah 
the Ammonite official and Geshem the 
Arab heard about it, they mocked and 
ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” 
they asked. “Are you rebelling against  
the king?”

Nehemiah 6:15-16
15So the wall was completed on the 
twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 
16When all our enemies heard about this, 
all the surrounding nations were afraid 
and lost their self-confidence, because 
they realized that this work had been done 
with the help of our God.
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»mon
What does the word 
“therefore” point to in this 
verse? In 1 Corinthians 15 
the apostle Paul talks about 
the resurrected body and 
life with God after death. 
Because of this hope, we are 
able to stand firm. Praise God 
that this life isn’t all there is.

»tues
Who are these brothers 
mentioned in the verse? 
The hope of life after 
death because of Jesus’ 
resurrection is something 
relevant to the whole church. 
Thank God for the rel e vance 
of the Scriptures for us 
today.

»wed
What kinds of things could throw you off 
balance spiritually? A broken family? A 
lost friendship? Someone’s death? Ask 
God for protection against things that 
might cause you to stumble in your faith.

»thurs
What is the “work of the Lord”? God’s 
work includes your everyday ac tiv i ties, 
along with prayer, discipleship, and 
sharing the Gospel. Invite Christ to 
become a part of everything that you do.

»fri
Ever put a lot of effort into something 
just to have it turn into a total waste of 
time? This will never happen if you’re 
putting all your energy into doing things 
for God. Ask God for the strength to do 
your best for Him.

»sat
Thank God this weekend for His 
willingness to be completely involved in 
your life.

In their times the  
Babylonian and Persian 
Empires stretched across 

much of the known world.  
It was not an idle boast for the rulers of those 
empires to call themselves the “king of kings” 
a title probably first used by Assyrian kings 
to show that they ruled over many subject  
kingdoms.

The term “king of kings” is specifically men-
tioned in the Old Testament in connec-
tion with two kings: Nebuchadnezzar (Ezek. 
26:7; Dan. 2:37), the greatest king of the 
Babylonian Empire, and Artaxerxes I (Ezra 
7:12), king of the vast Persian Empire. But 
other Persian rulers used the title as well, 
including Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes. The 
Book of Esther describes the empire at the 
time of Xerxes, “who ruled over 127 provinc-
es stretching from India to Cush [southern 
Egypt]” (Esth. 1:1, NIV). 

What ruler who could throw such a party 
would not see himself as the “king of kings”?

At least three of these kings, however, con-
fronted a power greater than themselves. 
When Nebuchadnezzar threw Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego into a fiery furnace 
for not worshiping the king’s golden image, 
he saw the Lord God of Israel protect them 
from any harm, causing him to praise “the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego” 

Therefore, my 
dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move 
you. Always give 

yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, 
because you know 

that your labor in the 
Lord will not be in vain. 

—1 Corinthians 15:58


