
Lesson 12

Jeremy took the offering plate and 

tossed his 50 cents in.

“Why do we have to give money in 

church anyway? What happens with all 

this money?” his friend Jeff whispered.

“I don’t know,” Jeremy said. He watched 

Kristi farther down putting in her money. 

She had a big smile on her face.

“Why is she giving anything?” Jeff 

asked. “Her dad just got laid off from his 

job.”

“They never had much money to begin 

with,” Jeremy answered.

After the service, Jeremy and Jeff 

stopped Kristi on her way out.

“Why were you smiling when you gave 

your offering?” Jeremy asked.

Kristi looked as if she didn’t know what 

he was talking about at first. Then she 

smiled. “I’m happy because I had some 

money to give,” she said. “The church has 

given my family money when we needed 

it. I wanted to give so someone else 

would be helped.”

Jeff and Jeremy looked at each other. 

“Got any more money?” Jeff asked. 

“Yeah,” Jeremy said. “Race you to the 

offering plate.”

Talk-a-Bit
 � What kind of giver was Kristi? 

 � How can you be a cheerful giver?

What I learned in God’s Word this week: God loves a cheerful giver.



Giving to the Church in Jerusalem
Bible Story from 2 Corinthians 8—9

Paul reminded them that Jesus 
showed love to them when He gave 
Himself for them. 

The believers in Macedonia were 
having a hard time too. They gave 
more than they could afford. They 
wanted to share with others. 

Paul wrote a letter to the church in 
Corinth. He was telling them about 
the church in Jerusalem. Many of 
those people were having problems. 
The people were hungry. Some 
people had been put in prison.

Paul was asking that the 
Corinthians pray for them. He was 
also asking that they give offerings. 
The offerings would help the 
Jerusalem believers. 



you for your love and the gifts you 
share with others. I know that you are 
more than willing to be kind givers. 
Perhaps one day when you’re in 
need, others will give to you”

Paul also wrote, “Let us give thanks 
to God for His gift. His gift is so great 
that no one can tell how wonderful it 
really is!”

Paul reminded the Corinthians about 
the year before. They had been 
excited about giving. He said that 
he had told others about them. “The 
Lord will bless you for your love. He 
will bless you for the gifts you share.”

Paul didn’t want to make them help. 
He wanted them to give cheerfully. 

Paul wrote, “Don’t feel that I’m 
making you give. The Lord will bless 

This Week’s Bible Memory Verse:
God loves a cheerful giver.  2 Corinthians 9:7
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given for a special purpose, such as 
a missionary or a new book for the 
church library.

Pass a Penny Verse
 � Have your family form a circle. As 

you say the first word of this verse, 
pass a penny to the next person. They 
say the next word and pass the penny, 
and so on. Be sure to include the 
reference.

God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7

Lesson Focus:
God loves a cheerful giver.

Family Offering Project
 � Encourage your child’s giving by 

having a family offering project. You could 
ask members of the family to put pennies 
and other loose change into a glass jar 
or other container. When the container 
is full, the money can be counted and 

This boy wants to worship God by giving some 
money. Help him find his way on the  
coins to give an offering.


