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You’re doing what?” Durhonda King 
exclaimed. She couldn’t believe 
what she was hearing. It had been 
almost a year since she and her 
cousin Bruce had decided that they 
were going to look for summer jobs 
together. Their teacher had told 
them about a special program that 
helped people their age get work for 
the summer. Now, Bruce was telling 
her he was going on some missions 
trip on the West Side, 
one 

of the toughest neighborhoods in 
Chicago. 
    Bruce took a deep breath before 
he gave his explanation. He had 
already gone through this speech 
with his parents, who were hoping 
to see him make a little money 
during the summer.
 “Durhonda, this summer I thought 
that it might be nice if I gave some 
of my time to other people in this 
city. I mean, I don’t know if you’re 
getting tired of seeing homeless 
people everywhere you look, but I 
know I am. I want to do something 
about it.” Bruce paused and waited 
for Durhonda’s response.
    “That’s the stupidest thing I’ve 
ever heard. How are you, Bruce 
Dwight Perry, going to stand and 
tell me that you would rather talk to 
some homeless person, than make 
some serious bank this summer? 
Bruce, if you get a job this summer, 
think of all the clothes you can go 
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back to school with.”
    Bruce sighed and walked 
away as Durhonda continued her 
reasoning. He didn’t have time to 
listen to her anyway—there was a 
missions meeting tonight. No one 
would really ever understand his 
decision.
 “How ya doin’ son?” Bruce was 
greeted at the church door by 
Rev. Washington. He was the one 
who had first introduced Bruce 
to Christ. Rev. Washington was 
always there to encourage Bruce 
when things weren’t going so great 
at home. It wasn’t enough that I 
became a Christian without my 
parents’ approval. Now I’m giving 
up money to go help homeless 
people. Bruce’s thoughts were 
interrupted when the remainder of 
the missions group began to enter. 
They were mostly older kids, the 
high schoolers, yet they greeted 
Bruce with hearty “hellos.”
    When everyone was seated, Rev. 
Washington started the meeting. 
“Tonight we’re going to talk a little 
bit about why each individual here 
decided to go on this trip. Now I 
understand that a few of you young 
people might be a little shy, so I 
won’t force you to talk, but I think 
it would be a good way to get to 

know each other better. Does 
anyone want to start?”
    “I will.” Frashawn Miller stood 
up immediately. Everyone 
started to laugh. Frashawn was 
known for her booming voice.
    “I’m going on this trip 
because I’m sick and tired of 
hearing people always talking 
about what’s wrong in this world 
and then not doing anything 
about it. I also think that it’s our 

responsibility as Christians to go 
and serve others.” As Frashawn 
sat down in her chair, a look of 
satisfaction spread across her face.
 When Frashawn had something 
to say, it was short and straight to 
the point. Bruce was impressed. 
Rev. Washington added, “Being 
a servant has no limits. You don’t 
have to go on a missions trip to 
help others. You can start right in 
your own home.”
 “True,” Frashawn replied. 
Everyone laughed again.
 “Would anyone like to add to 
what Missionary Miller just said?” 
the pastor asked jokingly.
 The room calmed down. 
Everyone looked around, trying 

I WANT TO 
DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. YOU 
KNOW, MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.

Continued on page 6.

“Being a servant has no limits.”
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DO
you ever get tired of people 
telling you what to do?  
Do you ever feel like nobody  
appreciates what you do 
anyway? Jesus and Paul both 

had something to say about our attitude 
and our service. Read Luke 17:7-10 and 
Philippians 2:3-7 to find out what.
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Luke 17:7-10
7“Suppose one of you has a servant 
plowing or looking after the sheep. Will 
he say to the servant when he comes 
in from the field, ‘Come along now and 
sit down to eat’? 8Won’t he rather say, 
‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready 
and wait on me while I eat and drink; 
after that you may eat and drink’? 9Will he 
thank the servant because he did what he 
was told to do? 10So you also, when you 
have done everything you were told to do, 
should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done our duty.’”

Philippians 2:3-7
3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4not looking 
to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of the others. 5In your 
relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 7rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in  
human likeness.

•  What was the servant’s job 
in this parable?

•  What is our job as 
Christians?

•  What was Jesus saying 
about Christian service in 
this parable? 

•  What did Paul say about 
Jesus’ attitude toward 
others?

•  What did Paul say about 
what a Christian’s attitude 
should be?

•  In what areas do you need 
to make an attitude check?



Continued  from page 3.
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GOD HAS 
BLESSED ME 
SO MUCH. 
I THINK 

THE LEAST 
I CAN DO 
IS RETURN 

SOME OF IT. 

to avoid speaking. Finally, Stacy 
Lancaster stood up. She was in the 
same class with Frashawn when 
it came to talking. Bruce listened 
intently to hear what she had to 
say.
 “Well . . . some of you don’t 
know this, but Rev. Washington 
and I have known each other 
since I was a little kid. See, when 
I was five, my father was killed 
and my mom was left with me 
and my three brothers. We didn’t 
have any money, any insurance, 
nothing. For a while we lived with 
my grandmother until my mother 
could get back on her feet. But that 
never did happen. That’s when my 
family met Rev. Washington and his 
church family. They helped us out 
with school clothes when my mom 
didn’t have any money. A lot of the 
church members had us over for 
dinner and took us out because my 
mother just couldn’t afford it. They 
made my family feel like we were 
important, even when other people 
told us we weren’t. I said all that to 
say this: God has blessed me with 
so much, I think the least I can do 
is return some of it to those people 
over on the West Side. I think that 
it’s up to us to tell them they really 
are somebody.”
 Stacy sat down and smiled 
weakly. Man, that took a lot of guts 
for her to say all that stuff, Bruce 
thought. Yeah, it’s taking you a lot of 
guts to skip out on that summer job 
that your parents want you to get. 
You know you’ll never hear the end 
of it . . . but it’ll be worth it. Even if 
those people don’t have a testimony 
like Stacy’s, it’ll be worth it.
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 1. MOW THE LAWN
 2. BABY-SIT
 3. PLAY WITH YOUNGER KIDS
 4. DO AN EXTRA CHORE
 5. TAKE OUT TRASH
 6. CARRY IN GROCERIES
 7. LET SOMEONE GO FIRST
 8. BE A HELPER IN THE NURSERY
 9. SPEND TIME WITH AN OLDER PERSON
10. CHEER UP A FRIEND

There’s a connection  
 between being a Christian and  
 being a servant. In fact, God  
expects His followers to be servants.

  Play the dot game with a friend. For every  
square you complete, think about doing one of 
the service ideas in the squares.
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Anyone who  
wants to be 

first must be 
the very last, 
and the servant 
of all.” 

—Mark 9:35b

MONDAY Read Mark 9:35b. You’ve probably 
chanted “We’re number one” at a football 
game. Explain the difference between that kind 

of number one and being number one in God’s 
eyes.

TUESDAY Read Mark 10:42-45. Today, thank God for  
someone who has served you or been helpful 
recently. Also, thank God for sending His Son as a 
servant.

WEDNESDAY List a few ways you can serve other 
people. For example, mow the lawn, baby-sit for free, 
or take care of a pet for a vacationing family. 

THURSDAY Read Mark 9:35b. Choose one of the items 
from the list you wrote on Wednesday, and then pray 
for God’s help to serve someone close to you. Write 
that person’s name here: ____________.

FRIDAY How’s your attitude when you serve others? 
Underline the attitude that best describes you: Super 
Service, So-So Service, or Sloppy Service. Ask God 
to help you have a super attitude that pleases Him.

SATURDAY Read Romans 15:30-31. Paul asked 
people to serve him by praying for him. Share a 
problem you have with a friend and ask him or her to 
pray for you. Then pray for one of his or her needs.

Everyone  
wants to be 

first, but no 
one wants to
be last. But in 
God’s eyes, the 
last are first.

”


