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Jeremiah’s call to speak the truth to the Jews 

not only brought him a lot of trouble, it brought him into an intense, honest re la tion-

ship with God.
The passages below describe incidents in Jeremiah’s life related to his call to tell the 

truth. After you read each one, jot down in a sentence or two what you think Jeremiah 

might have recorded about that incident in his journal or diary.

Be sure to focus on Jeremiah’s experience of telling the truth. What kind of trouble 

did it bring him? What reassurances from God did he receive? What were his feelings 

about telling the truth?

  & Entry 1 Jeremiah 1:1, 7, 17-19
Evening, 627 b.c.

  & Entry 2 Jeremiah 37:6-8, 13-15
From Jail, 588 b.c.

Selections from Jeremiah
Jeremiah's journal
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lesson 10  Bible Study

   In 597 b.c. the Babylonians captured Jerusalem 

and put a puppet king on the throne. 10 years later, they grew tired of 

the constant rebellion and just conquered Judah, destroying the 

      temple, and scattering the inhabitants.

Jeremiah 1:1, 7, 17-19
1The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, 
one of the priests at Anathoth in the 
territory of Benjamin. 
7But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I 
am too young.’ You must go to everyone I 
send you to and say whatever I command 
you.” 
17“Get yourself ready! Stand up and say 
to them whatever I command you. Do not 
be terrified by them, or I will terrify you 
before them. 18Today I have made you a 
fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze 
wall to stand against the whole land—
against the kings of Judah, its officials, 
its priests and the people of the land. 
19They will fight against you but will not 
overcome you, for I am with you and will 
rescue you,” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 37:6-8, 13-15
6Then the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah the prophet: 7“This is what 
the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Tell 
the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of me, ‘Pharaoh’s army, which 
has marched out to support you, will go 
back to its own land, to Egypt. 8Then the 
Babylonians will return and attack this 
city; they will capture it and burn  
it down.’ ” 
13But when he reached the Benjamin 
Gate, the captain of the guard, whose 
name was Irijah son of Shelemiah, the 
son of Hananiah, arrested him and said, 
“You are deserting to the Babylonians!” 
14“That’s not true!” Jeremiah said. “I am 
not deserting to the Babylonians.” But 
Irijah would not listen to him; instead, 
he arrested Jeremiah and brought 
him to the officials. 15They were angry 
with Jeremiah and had him beaten and 
imprisoned in the house of Jonathan 
the secretary, which they had made 
into a prison.
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You will keep in 
perfect peace those 

whose minds are 
steadfast, because 

they trust in you.
—Isaiah 26:3

»mon
The peace of God is not 
a warm, fuzzy feeling. It 
doesn’t mean that you will 
always feel on top of the 
world. Read Philippians 4:4-7 
for the secret of experiencing 
God’s peace.

»tues
The peace of God is also not 
a lone ranger, super-Christian 
ex pe ri ence. When things get 
to be too much for us, we 
need others to depend on. 
Who can help you carry your 
burdens? If you don’t have 
a burden-bearing friend, ask 
God to send you one.

»wed
Got a hymnal handy? Check 
out hymns such as “It Is Well 

with My Soul,” “Trust and Obey,” or “Be 
Still, My Soul.” Sing ’em in the shower, 
sing ’em under your breath as you pass 
through the halls between classes, sing 
’em as you fall asleep at night.

»thurs
Today, think about how you can “pass 
the peace.” In some church es, that’s a 
part of the service when people turn to 
each other and shake hands or quote 
a reassuring word from Scripture. Tell 
someone today about God’s love.

»fri
Read Colossians 3:12-17. What other 
secrets about God’s peace do you find 
here? 

»sat
Take a walk today and think about 
Jeremiah 1:7b-8. Consider all the things 
you’ve learned and experienced about 
God’s peace this week.

Polycarp
THE TRIAL

OF

He stepped forward and was asked by the proconsul if he really was 
Polycarp. When he said yes, the proconsul urged him to deny the charge.

“Respect your years!” he exclaimed, adding similar appeals regularly 
made on such occasions: “Swear by Caesar’s fortune!

Change your attitude! Say, ‘away with the godless!’”

But Polycarp, with his face set, looked at all the crowd in 
the stadium and waved his hand toward them, sighed, looked up to 

heaven, and cried, “Away with the godless!” 

The governor pressed him further: “Swear, and I will set you free! 
Curse Christ.”

“For 86 years,” replied Polycarp, “I have been His servant, and He has 
never done me wrong; how can I blaspheme my King who saved me?”

“I have wild beasts,” said the proconsul. “I shall throw you to them, 
if you don’t change your attitude.”

“Call them,” replied the old man. “We cannot change our attitude if 
it means a change from better to worse. But it is a splendid thing to 

change from cruelty to justice.”

“If you make light of the beasts,” retorted the governor, “I’ll have you 
destroyed by fire—unless you change your attitude.”

Polycarp answered, “The fire you threaten burns for a time and is soon 
extinguished; there is a fire you know nothing about—the fire of the 

judgment to come and of eternal punishment, the fire reserved for the 
ungodly. But why do you hesitate? Do what you want.”

The proconsul was amazed, and sent the crier to stand in the middle
of the arena to announce three times: “Polycarp has confessed that 

he is a Christian.” Then a shout went up from every throat that 
Polycarp must be burned alive. 

The rest followed in less time than it takes to describe; the crowds rushed 
to collect logs and sticks from workshops and public baths. When the pyre 

was ready, Polycarp prayed, “O Father of Thy beloved and blessed Son, 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have come to know 

Thee, the God of angels and powers and all creation, and of 
the whole family of the righteous who live in Thy presence; I bless 

Thee for counting me worthy of this day and hour, that in the number 
of the martyrs I may partake of Christ’s cup, to the resurrection of eternal 

life of both soul and body in the imperishability that is the 
gift of the Holy Spirit . . .”

The men in charge kindled the fire, stood back, and watched 
as a great flame shot up.

Eusebius, History of the Church IV 15


