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“For I know the “For I know the 
plans I have for plans I have for 

you,you,”” declares  declares 
the Lthe Lord,ord,  ““plans plans 

to prosper to prosper 
you and not you and not 
to harm you, to harm you, 
plans to give plans to give 

you hope and  you hope and  
a future.a future.””

–Jeremiah–Jeremiah 29:1 1 29:1 1
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4    DEC JAN FEBWhich Kind of Free?

Nothing in life is free. 
This fundamental truth 
defines every facet of how 
the world works. From 
snack vending machines, 
to college tuition, to the 
99¢ apps for your phone,
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Sure, you might not think it costs 
you anything. After all, you may 
very well go to high school for free, 
download your music for free, eat your 
mom’s cooking for free. But there are 
costs all through the system, whether 
you realize it or not.

That high school you attend is 
paid for out of taxes. It has costs for 
teachers, materials, athletic uniforms, 
etc. And people may often pirate 
music, bragging that it didn’t cost 
them a dime. But it sure cost something 
for that original musician to make, for 
that studio to produce, for the local 
radio station to air—all so your ears 
could benefit from the latest tune. 
And of course you realize that your 

mom had to buy all those groceries, 
and spend a fair amount of her time 
cooking that meal.

Ahh, there’s another cost: time. 
There are only 24 hours in any given 
day. And you already spend a third 
of those hours sleeping. How are you 
going to spend your precious waking 
hours? Or as Kris Allen put it: “We 
only got 86,400 seconds in a day to 
turn it all around or throw it all away.”

Economists put it this way: even 
spending your time on something that 
is otherwise free has an “opportunity 
cost.” Because you could have spent 

Which Kind of Free?

“WE ONLY GOT 86,400 SECONDS IN 
A DAY TO TURN IT ALL AROUND OR 
THROW IT ALL AWAY.”

that time on something else. Let’s 
say a friend had an extra free ticket 
to a movie, but you had a test the 
next day you hadn’t studied for. You 
decided to go to the movie because, 
hey, free movie! But the next day you 
get a B on the test instead of the A 
you know you could’ve gotten if you 
studied. That “free” movie cost you 
valuable time, which cost you a letter 
grade, which cost you a lower GPA, 
which could conceivably cost you a 
scholarship. That could turn out to be 
one expensive free movie!

What about those commercials that 
sell large appliances and furniture? 
They advertise “FREE FOR SIX 
MONTHS,” or promise no payments for 

a year. Of course, you see the hidden 
catch. After six months, they charge 
way more than what the price would 
have been if you’d just paid in cash.

There’s one more misconception 
about “free” that people have. It’s 
when something is provided “free” 
because of work that somebody’s 
done. The classic example is a high 
school athlete getting a “free ride” to 
college, because of his or her talent. Is 
this really “free” tuition? Not really, 
because it still had to be earned. A 
better way of looking at it is that a 
college-caliber athlete provides more 

everything  
costs something.

by Doug Mauss



FREE SALVATION JUST DOESN’T MAKE SENSE. 
THOSE RULES AREN’T CONSISTENT WITH 
ANYTHING WE SEE ON EARTH. EVERYTHING  
COSTS SOMETHING, RIGHT?

value to the college than the cost of his  
or her tuition.

Say that tuition is $20,000 per 
year. But the university fund-raisers 
think that if their sport team wins the 
division, alumni will happily donate 
about $20 million. By spending the 
$20,000 on the student’s tuition, 
they’re really earning $19.98 million. Is 

that free?
Nope, that’s just paying you by not 

charging you.
A lot of supposedly “free” things 

work on this “tuition” model. If you 
get a good grade, maybe your parents 
take you out for a nice dinner. If you 
perform well in the school play, you 
get accolades. If you’re funny, people 
like you. If you make sacrifices for 
your friends, maybe they won’t ditch 
you if times ever get hard.

That’s right; even friends aren’t 
free. There’s an assumed quid-pro-
quo, the idea that if you invest in a 
relationship, the other person will 
invest back. How many of your friends 
would stay friends with you if you 
never

 …talked to them,
 …hung out with them,
 …did nice things for them,
 …shared interests with them,
 …invited them over?

Relationships are never free. 
Though you can’t pay for friendship, 
you’re still hoping to get a return on 
your investment. Even if that return is 
in the form of something like loyalty.

We think we understand the word 
free. But in reality, our society has 
twisted and warped the concept of 
free. It’s to the point where if you see 

an ad on the Internet flashing “Free 
Gift,” that’s the surest sign it’s a scam. 
We can’t trust the word free anymore, 
because the concept has been polluted.

Which is why it’s so hard to 
understand when the Bible tells us that 
salvation is free. We can’t take that 
statement at face value. Which kind of 
free? Deferred payments free? Hidden 

fees free? College tuition free?
In fact, most Christians—even 

the really mature ones—aren’t able 
to believe salvation is free free. They 
automatically assume that salvation 
is on the college tuition model. If you 
behave “good enough,” then you get to 
go to heaven as a reward. They think, 
“Sure, we don’t have to pay anything 
to go to heaven. But we better go to 
church, donate money, and be nice to 
homeless people!”

Partly, this is because so much of 
our identity is built around what we 
have to do. We define who we are by 
the things we do. We play soccer, or go 
to church, or hang out with the right 
crowd. We define ourselves by being 
on the honor roll, or in the choir, or by 
what movies we like.

So it’s hard to get past a no-strings-
attached free thing like salvation. 
Even as we admit that it’s free, we still 
try to figure out what we’re supposed 
to do to earn it. Free salvation just 
doesn’t make sense. Those rules aren’t 
consistent with anything we see on 
earth. Everything costs something, 
right?

It’s true. Everything does cost 
something. Even salvation. The miracle 
comes in this: God decided to pay the 
cost Himself. Jesus Christ’s sacrifice 
on the cross two thousand years ago 

covered the bill once and for all.
It turns out that salvation is free 

like Mom’s cooking dinner is free. She 
happily buys the groceries and puts in 
the time because she loves you. Even 
though it costs her something, she 
doesn’t pass those costs on to you. You 
don’t have to earn dinner. (You might 
have chores and other things you work 

for, but dinner—dinner—is  
free.)

It costs God something to pay the 
price for sin. But because He loves us, 
He chose not to pass those costs on to us.

Of course, it’s beneficial for us to do 
good things. But it doesn’t make you 
any more deserving of heaven. Your 
heavenly entry fee has already been 
paid for you. And you never have to 
earn it back. We know this because 
God gets to make the rules for His 
universe. And here’s His rule:

“God saved you by his grace when 
you believed. And you can’t take 
credit for this; it is a gift from God.  
Salvation is not a reward for the good 
things we have done, so none of us can 
boast about it” (Eph. 2:8-9, nlt). 

6 
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Acts 26:9-20
Paul's profile

1  B
ibl

e S
tud

ylesson 1  Bible Study

Who was the apostle Paul? Why was he so zealous in 

spreading the Gospel? In today’s text he described his conversion to Herod Agrippa. 

Use the verses in parentheses to complete Paul’s profile.

&  NAME: 
Saul (also called Paul) 

&  BIRTH DATE: 
Approximately a.d. 1 (We don’t know this for sure, but according to 

chronologies based on known dates, Paul was likely in his early thirties at 

the time of his conversion.)

&  BIRTHPLACE: (Acts 21:39)

&  ADDRESS: 
Lived in Jerusalem at the time of his conversion.

&  FAMILY BACKGROUND: (Rom. 11:1)

&  CITIZENSHIP: (Acts 22:25-29)

&  EDUCATION: (Acts 22:3)

&  RELIGION BEFORE HIS CONVERSION: (Acts 26:5; Gal. 1:13-14; Phil. 3:4-6)

&  OCCUPATION: (Acts 18:1-3)

&  EARLY EXPERIENCES: (Acts 7:54-60; 26:9-12)

&  DETAILS OF CONVERSION EXPERIENCE: (Acts 26:12-19)

&  PURPOSE OF HIS MISSION: (Acts 26:16-20)

&  VIEW OF WHAT’S INVOLVED IN CHRISTIAN LIVING: (Eph. 4:1-4)

Acts 26:9-20 
  9I too was convinced that I ought to do all 
that was possible to oppose the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 10And that is just what 
I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of 
the chief priests I put many of the Lord’s 
people in prison, and when they were put 
to death, I cast my vote against them. 
11Many a time I went from one synagogue 
to another to have them punished, and I 
tried to force them to blaspheme. I was 
so obsessed with persecuting them that I 
even hunted them down in foreign cities.
12On one of these journeys I was going 
to Damascus with the authority and 
commission of the chief priests. 13About 
noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the 
road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter 
than the sun, blazing around me and 
my companions. 14We all fell to the 
ground, and I heard a voice saying to 
me in Aramaic,‘Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me? It is hard for you to kick 
against the goads.’
 15Then I asked, “Who are you, Lord?”
“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ 
the Lord replied. 16‘Now get up and stand 
on your feet. I have appeared to you 
to appoint you as a servant and as a 
witness of what you have seen and will 
see of me. 17I will rescue you from your 
own people and from the Gentiles. I am 
sending you to them 18to open their eyes 
and turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God, 
so that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me.’
 19So then, King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient to the vision from heaven. 
20First to those in Damascus, then to 
those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, I preached that 
they should repent and turn to God and 
demonstrate their repentance by their 
deeds.
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Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation 

has come: The old 
has gone, the new 

is here! 
—2 Corinthians 5:17

»mon
What is the calling we have received?  
Read 1 Peter 2:9-10 and 1 John 3:2 for starters. Get  
a concordance and look up other references in the 
Epistles to “called” or “calling.” Meditate on what  
you learn.

»tues
Read Ephesians 4:1-4. Paul was under  
house arrest in Rome when he wrote this letter to  
the Ephesians. Why does he call himself a prisoner  
for the Lord? How does our view of ourselves affect our 
priorities and choices in life?

»wed
What does your life say about you? If you really believed 
you were a child of God and destined for perfection, how 
would that affect the way you live today?

»thurs
Sometimes Christians are anxious to live a life worthy 
of their calling to holiness but gloss over areas of sin in 
their lives. What “old” things do you need to let go of?

»fri
An important thing to remember is that 
we are new creations. That’s why it’s 
so important to get rid of the sin in 
our lives. Is there something you need 
to confess? Ask God to forgive your 
sins today.

»sat
Review what you learned about your 
calling in Christ. Remember who you 
are today. You’re a new creation.

{
}Paul

8

IN A.D. 60 Romans built the fi
rst LONDON 

BRIDGE of Alexandria.

Boudicca, Queen of the Iceni of East 
Britain, leads a revolt against the Roman military.

Ethiopian eunuch brings Christianity 

to Queen Gersamot Hendeke VII.  

Ethiopia would become a Christian nation in AD 330.

In between writing letters
, 

Paul was getting into lots 
of 

trouble in the name of Jesus. He was 

beaten, lashed, and shipwrecked multiple times. He survived a
 stoning. Also, 

at one point he was “cold 
and naked.” 

Hero of Alexandria invents  

 
a rocket style engine.
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A different Beat…
Brandon 
McCray, 
from future 
pastor 
to Gospel 
saxophonist
As a child, Brandon 
McCray had so 
much admiration 
for his pastor and 
associate minister 

that, according to his mother, he even tried 
to imitate the way that they walked. These 
men were guitar players and that also became 
something that Brandon aspired to do. People 
joked about “the future Pastor Brandon.”

But in his teens, Brandon’s interests in music 
became even more important. He took up 
the saxophone. The initial response to his 
newfound passion was not very encouraging. 
After hearing him play, many concluded that 
Brandon didn’t have what it took to make it 
as a saxophonist. But he knew this was his 
calling.

Eventually, desire, determination, and hard 
work paid off for Brandon McCray. He earned 
degrees in music and passes the love of music 
on to others.

Brandon also travels across the country 
communicating his love for the Lord through 
gospel music concerts—playing the saxophone 
that so many thought was just a foolish 
distraction from becoming a pastor. Brandon 
was open to the Holy Spirit’s direction, and 
now gets to use his musical passion to spread 
his passion for the Lord.

God leads 
Christians in 
many ways. 
That’s the 
Holy Spirit’s 
role. But 
perhaps the 
big question in 
your mind is, 
“How is God 
leading me?”

Christians 
looking for 
God’s direction 
often find it 
helpful to hear 
how He has 
guided others. 
Here are the 
stories of some 
people led by 
the Spirit in 
their lives.

Ronald 
Pettigrew, 
Naval Officer/ 
Seminary 
Student
Ron Pettigrew prepared 
for Christian ministry, 
but it seems like God 
had been preparing 
Ron for most of his life. 

A look at his life gives us additional insight 
into some of the ways that God works in our 
lives for His glory and our good.

Ron writes, “My faith in God has been and 
continues to be shaped by an underlying belief 
that God personally loves me and is in control 
of my life.” Ron went from a God consciousness 
at age seven to accepting Jesus Christ as his 
personal Lord and Savior at age 12.

Through an aunt’s ministry he notes, “I got to 
see the Lord work in the low-income and gang-
covered streets of south central Los Angeles. 
This was my first experience in which I felt a 
calling and saw a way to serve the Lord.”

Ron’s parents divorced, and he was faced with 
the challenge of not having an immediate male 
role model. The Lord provided by placing him 
in a church where men stepped in to teach him 
about Christian masculinity.

He saw firsthand, through his involvement 
in Christian Service Brigade, how the Lord 
changed troubled, hardened youngsters into 
Christians with hope. This experience moved 
him so deeply that he worked five consecutive 
summers as a camp counselor. By the age of 17, 
Ron knew clearly that he would give his life in 
service to the Lord.

After graduating from the University of 
Southern California, and a stint of active duty 
as a naval officer, he returned to active duty as 
a Navy chaplain.
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A different Beat…

Through various circumstances and 
people, the Lord has guided each of 
these young men. How might the 
Lord be guiding you or helping 
you to find your calling in life?

John Grisham, 
from lawyer to 
novelist
Young John wanted to be a baseball 
player when he grew up. His 
mother encouraged him to go to 
college, but even then it took him 
three different colleges before he 
finally graduated with a degree in 
accounting. Then he went back 
to college to become a tax lawyer. 
But that wasn’t his thing either. He 
eventually became a trial lawyer.

Today, he is a famous novelist 
who has had several of his books 
made into movies. But behind the 
best-selling crime novels is a man 
of deep faith who teaches Sunday 
school in his hometown.

Christian morals and positive role 
models abound in Grisham’s novels, 
such as a rich lawyer losing his 
job for taking up the cause of the 
homeless in The Street Lawyer. 
But his most obviously Christian 
book might be The Testament. The 
story contrasts several shallow 
siblings greedily fighting over 
their father’s will while their half-
sister, a missionary, dedicates her 
life to helping the poorest tribes 
in South America. Her faith and 
perseverance in God’s work is the 
most inspiring part of the novel.

John Grisham’s novels have 
entertained many, but they’ve also 
exposed corruption and spoken out 
in defense of the poor, the orphans, 
and the widows that God calls us to 
help. Thankfully God steered him 
away from the baseball field, and 
helped him use his talents in a way 
that reaches millions.

Zeke 
Martin, 
from house 
painter to 
alaskan 
fisherman
Zeke was always the 
big, rumbling type. 
An immovable 
All-State lineman 

on his high school football team, being in 
school—or anything indoors—was never 
where he preferred to be. After graduation, 
he got a job painting houses, because at 
least then he could be outside.

But his passion was always for God’s 
beautiful creation. In his free moments, he 
hiked, fished, and camped. If you asked 
him about his faith in God, he would 
simply say, “Somebody had to make all 
this. Nothing this wonderful happened on 
accident.”

One year an opportunity came to lead 
fishing tours. In Alaska. In spite of the 
distance and only being paid for six 
months out of the year, Zeke knew that this 
was the kind of thing he’d been waiting to 
do for his whole life. Now he spends those 
few months every year up in the Alaskan 
wilderness with only tourists and other 
fishermen around.

But no matter who’s fishing with him, 
Zeke makes sure to share his awe for God’s 
creation. It’s not a traditional ministry, or 
a well-paying one, but it lets him worship 
God in the way he knows best. 

Kareem 
Smith, 
College 
Student
Kareem Smith’s 
gleaming smile 
could easily be a 
frown when you 
consider the facts. 

Being raised in a single-parent home in 
Chicago, not being endowed with the 
physical stature of most of his peers, 
and other negative factors could have 
made Kareem easy picking for the wrong 
influences.

God’s positioning people at the right 
places at the right times has been 
the means by which He has directed 
Kareem’s life. At his local church and 
the community center associated with it, 
Kareem found an outlet for his youthful 
energies. He eventually became one of 
the church drummers. Kareem recalls 
several years ago when his drumming 
skills were such that he wasn’t the 
musician of choice for the church choir. 
Through music classes at school and the 
help of drummers at his church, Kareem 
received what he needed to sharpen his 
drumming skills.

When Kareem was a junior in high 
school, he played drums in a concert. He 
had finally earned the esteem of students 
and staff, and performed with excellence. 
His smile that evening portrayed that 
he, too, was feeling pretty good about 
himself.

A college on the East Coast must have 
been impressed with Kareem also, 
because that school gave him a music 
scholarship. He sings in the college 
gospel choir and plays the drums for 
a local church in the area. Kareem’s 
support system includes a couple 
from his church in Chicago, who just 
happened to relocate about the same time 
that Kareem left for college.
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Paul’s experiences provide a very good example of how the 

Holy Spirit guides a Christian. “Walk in the Spirit,” was Paul’s formula for making it 

as a Christian in everyday life. In today’s text we travel with Paul on a portion of 

his walk in the Spirit.

  & Read Acts 13:1-4.
 C How many people in this gathering were led by the Holy Spirit to do the 

same thing? How would being led as a group serve as a confirmation of 

God’s leading?

 C What did these people do before and after the Spirit spoke to them? What 

does this say about how to increase your sensitivity to the Spirit’s leading?

  & Read Acts 16:6-10.
 C What do you think would have happened if the Spirit had led Paul to preach 

the Gospel in Asia instead of Europe?

 C How do you think Paul felt, wanting to do one thing but being led by the 

Spirit to do another?

 C What does this kind of discernment say about Paul’s relationship with God?

 C How was Paul led by the Spirit in this incident? Make a list of the ways that 

the Holy Spirit might lead Christians today.

  & Read Galatians 5:16-17, 22-25.
 C According to these verses, what will result in our lives if we are being led by 

the Spirit?

 
 C What is the opposite of living by the Spirit?

 
 C How can you use the characteristics in this passage as a test for whether 

you are being led by the Spirit?

selections from Acts and Galatians
walk in the spirit

2  
Bib

le 
Stu

dylesson 2  Bible Study

Acts 13:1-4 
1Now in the church at Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and 
sent them off..
 4The two of them, sent on their way by the 
Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed 
from there to Cyprus.

Acts 16:6-10  
6Paul and his companions traveled throughout 
the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching 
the word in the province of Asia. 7When they 
came to the border of Mysia, they tried to 
enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would 
not allow them to. 8So they passed by Mysia 
and went down to Troas. 9During the night 
Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia 
standing and begging him, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10After Paul had 
seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave 
for Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them.

Galatians 5:16-17, 22-25 
16So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and 
the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They 
are in conflict with each other, so that you 
are not to do whatever you want.
   22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. 24Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit.
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SPIRiTTHE

CODE
 . . . It’s More Like Guidelines, Really

s Make sure your relationship with God is in good shape. God 
will usually lead Christians to take care of unconfessed sin 
before leading them to do anything else.

s A strong impulse is not necessarily an indication of the 
Spirit’s leading. Feelings come and go. But a consistent 
passion lasts in spite of finding out about the less fun parts 
that come with any calling.

s If you are being led by the Spirit to do something, it will 
never create a conflict with the Scriptures. God would not 
lead you to disobey His Word.

s If you feel that you’re being led to do something, run it by 
a few people who are older and wiser in the faith than you 
are. If they show a lot of resistance to your “leading,” do 
some serious rethinking.

s Sometimes the only way you can be certain of God’s leading 
is when you look back and see how He led you the whole 
time. This is a great confidence builder. When you need 
God’s direction in the future, remember the ways He has led 
you in the past.

How do you know when God is leading you? Could 
the force behind your impulse be supernatural, but not friendly? We’ve 
all heard that Satan can masquerade as an angel of light, appearing to be 
trustworthy, but having evil intentions.

So how do we know when it’s the Holy Spirit leading us? Here are some 
things to remember when you’re looking for God’s guidance. 

12    

But when  
he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, 
he will guide 
you into all 

truth.
—John 16:13a

»mon
We are promised the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives when we open our 
lives to Christ. Those who 
know Christ have a “divine 
guidance counselor” at all 
times—no appointments 
necessary! Thank God for 
this precious privilege.

»tues
The Holy Spirit helps us to 
make sense out of the Bible. 
Is there anything in the 
Bible you find difficult to 
understand? Ask the Lord to 
help you with it. If necessary, 
ask a mature Christian  
about it.

»wed
The Holy Spirit usually 
guides us through God’s 

Word. Romans 12 gives great insight into 
God’s intent for our lives. Read through 
it today, looking for specific ways you can 
follow God’s will right now.

»thurs
Sometimes what is true isn’t all that 
obvious; it takes some work to discover it. 
Write down a big decision you’ll make this 
year. Then dig through the Scriptures and 
find three relevant references that could 
affect your decision. Ask the Lord to keep 
you diligent in your search for truth.

»fri
Since the Holy Spirit lives in our hearts 
as Christians, our lives should also reflect 
God’s truth. How do your actions reflect 
the Spirit of truth? Ask the Lord for an 
opportunity to demonstrate His truth.

»sat
The Holy Spirit uses others to teach us. 
Call or write someone who has helped you 
in your Christian walk. Thank that person 
for how they have equipped you. Pray that 
God would strengthen and encourage that 
individual.
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For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

EPHESIANS 2:10



Christians talk a lot about following the Holy 
Spirit’s direction. But what does it mean to truly 
seek spiritual guidance for the decisions we 
make? If there’s a decision you need to make, this 
flowchart can help give you a good idea of how to 
test that decision spiritually.

Spiritual Calling Flowchart

Really?

You know TV isn’t  
real, right?

That one doesn’t 
count.* Find 

another verse.

Go pray right away. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to give you a 

reality check.

Was it the verse 
about “God giving 
you the desires of 

your heart”?

TV is fiction; characters on TV make 
decisions for entertainment purposes 

and to get higher ratings. 

What’s your 
gut’s track 

record?

My gut knows 
things. 

Sometimes I 
think my gut 

has ESP.

I don’t always 
end up grounded 
after listening to 

my gut.

Not a good 
enough reason. 

(Psst—and 
make different 

friends!)

You just lied about 
reading the Bible! Try 

again.

Which friends?

My wise 
Christian 
friends.

My good-for-
nothing friends.

My favorite TV 
character did it 

this way.

I read the Bible.

Well, it’s 
certainly not a 

bad idea.

My friends told 
me.

My gut tells me.

God told me 
directly in an 
audible voice.

Then why 
are you even 
reading this 

chart, Gideon?

Your 
Decision

How 
did you 
come up 
with this 
decision?

NO

YES

YES

What’s the 
motivation 
behind this 
decision?

NOYES

NO
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* Psalm 37:4 is not a blanket promise that God 
will give us whatever our hearts desire. First 
we have to transform ourselves into the kind 
of people who are delighted by the Lord. God 
doesn’t give us the desires of our heart until 
we’ve already conformed our desires to Him. At 
that point, we don’t need this chart.

Psalm 143:10
Teach me to do your will,
   for you are my God;
may your good Spirit
   lead me on level ground. 



You sure 
it’s not just 
because it 
would look 

good?

Are you trying 
to please 

God, or other 
people? For 
Spirit-led 

decisions, God 
is the one who 

counts.

At the expense 
of someone 

else?

At the 
expense of 
someone 

else?

To please God.

‘Cause it looks 
good.

Personal fame 
and glory.

I am passionate 
about it.

It would make 
me happy.

Hmm. Two-way 
communication 

with God 
requires 
practice. 

You need to 
make prayer a 

discipline if you 
want to hear 
God’s will. Try 

again.

Nope, I’m 
really just in it 
for the people.

Probably 
just worldly 
wisdom. Not 
necessarily 

bad, but not 
Spirit led.

Do they have 
clearly-stated 

spiritual 
reasons why 
this is a bad 

idea?

You should 
reconsider. 
Most of the 
time you 

should trust 
wise, spiritual 
authority. But 
occasionally, if 
you are firmly 
convinced of 
the Spirit’s 

calling, God’s 
call overrides 

people’s 
opinion.

Then they 
have no 

understanding 
of what God 

might be 
asking you to 

do.

God’s calling 
is often scary. 

And God’s 
wisdom can 
seem like 

foolishness 
to the world, 
even to some 
Christians.

Not Spirit led.
In a “God is 
calling you 
to awesome 

things” kind of 
way?

Are these 
people 

Christians 
whom you trust 

and respect?

They think it’s 
awesome.

They think I’m 
crazy.

Not Spirit 
led.

Make a 
different 
decision.

Not Spirit 
led.

I guess it would 
also please 

God.

But finally, here is 
the ultimate litmus 
test for any major 

decision:
Would this action 

honor Christ?

What do 
you feel 
when 
you pray 
about this 
decision?

I’m 
supposed to 

pray?

peace

nothing

confusion

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

What do other people think  
of your decision?

NO

YES

(But always keep 
testing your actions and 

motivations through 
prayer, Scripture and the 

Spirit.)

Spirit Led

Romans 12:2  
Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Galatians 5:22  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.



in Denmark
Christmas Eve dinner begins 
with rice pudding that holds 
a single “magic” almond 
inside. Whoever finds the 
almond in their bowl receives 
a prize.

in China
December 25th is not 
an official holiday. But 
the commercialization of 
Christmas has crept into 
the culture, and people do 
buy each other presents at 
Christmastime.

in Germany
the traditional visitor is 
the Christkind, who is a 
messenger for baby Jesus. 
She is a beautiful fair-
haired girl who wears a 
shining crown of candles 
and visits each house with a 
basket of presents. Children 
leave letters on their 
windowsills for Christkind, 
and sometimes the letters 
are decorated with glue and 
sprinkled with sugar to make 
them sparkle.

in India 
Christians decorate banana 
or mango trees. They also 
light small oil-burning lamps 
as Christmas decorations 
and fill their churches with 
red flowers, such as the 
poinsettia.

in South Africa
Christmas is a summer 
holiday. People often use 
the Christmas break as an 
opportune time for camping.

in Alaska
Christmas songs end with 
a blessing in the Aleut 
language: Mnogaya leta, 
which means, “God grant you 
many years.”

in Argentina
the traditional Christmas 
beverage is a drink prepared 
with different kinds of fruit, 
cut into pieces, and mixed 
with juice and cider.

in Australia 
Christmas celebrations 
“down under” include an 
annual televised “Carols 
by Candlelight” concert in 
Melbourne.

in Brazil
Papai Noel (or Father 
Christmas) is the Brazilian 
version of Santa Claus. Since 
it’s hot at Christmas, he 
doesn’t wear a red fur coat, 
but lighter, silk clothes more 
appropriate for the summer 
heat.

in Greece
the Christmas feast features 
loaves of christopsomo, or 
“Christ Bread.” This bread is 
made in large sweet loaves 
of various shapes, and the 
crusts are engraved and 
decorated in some way 
that reflects the family’s 
profession.

in the Philippines
there is a unique tradition 
of making 3-D paróls or star 
lanterns made from thin 
strips of bamboo and covered 
in colored thin plastic film 
to symbolize the guiding 
star that the three wise men 
followed to find Jesus Christ; 
it is also the Filipinos’ way 
of inviting the spirit of Christ 
into their home—it mentally 
reverses the notion of “no 
room at the inn.” The star 
symbolizes the willingness 
of each home to “house” the 
baby Jesus.

in Spanish Countries 
such as Spain, Argentina, 
Mexico and Uruguay there 
is a long tradition for having 
the children receive their 
Christmas presents from the 
three wise men, or tres reyes 
magos, during the night of 
January 5th, known as Magi 
Eve. (The figure of Santa 
Claus only became popular in 
recent years.)

Christmas
Around
the World
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When was the last time you heard something so 

unbelievable that you did a double take and said, “You’ve got to be kidding?” 

Suppose someone walked up to you and said . . .

 —  most teens wanted stricter parents

 —  the school year was being shortened to seven months

 —  the driving age was being lowered to 13.

The apostle Paul gave a radical report to the religious leaders of his community 

(Acts 13:14-32, 38-39, 44-47). In 100 words or less, summarize the history of 

Israel as given in this passage.

As you read these radical facts, imagine how a first century Jew might react to 

hearing it for the first time. How do these statements affect you today?

  & Radical Fact
Verse 23: Jesus was the promised 

descendant of King David, fulfilling 

God’s historic plan for Israel.

Reasons for a Jewish double take in 

Paul’s day:

Reasons for Christian praise today:

  & Radical Fact
Verse 26: Jesus personally embodies a 

message of salvation from God.

Reasons for a Jewish double take in 

Paul’s day:

Reasons for Christian praise today:

  & Radical Fact
Verse 29: Jesus was written about in 

the Law and the Prophets.

Reasons for a Jewish double take in 

Paul’s day:

Reasons for Christian praise today:

  & Radical Fact
Verses 38-39: Forgiveness and 

justification (acceptance by God) 

come through faith and are not based 

on the law of Moses.

Reasons for a Jewish double take in 

Paul’s day:

Reasons for Christian praise today:

  & Radical Fact
Verse 46: The salvation message is for 

Gentiles, too—for all people, in fact.

Reasons for a Jewish double take in 

Paul’s day:

Reasons for Christian praise today:

Selected verses from Acts 13:14-32, 38-39, 42-47 
14From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On 
the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat 
down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the 
Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word 
to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of 
exhortation for the people, please speak.”
   16Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand 
and said: “Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles who 
worship God, listen to me! . . . 22After removing 
Saul, he made David their king. God testified 
concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, 
a man after my own heart; he will do everything I 
want him to do.’’
   23“From this man’s descendants God has brought 
to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before 
the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance 
and baptism to all the people of Israel. 25 As John 
was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you 
suppose I am? I am not the one you are looking 
for. But there is one coming after me whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie.’
26“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing 
Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation 
has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their 
rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning 
him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that 
are read every Sabbath. 28Though they found no 
proper ground for a death sentence, they asked 
Pilate to have him executed. 29When they had 
carried out all that was written about him, they 
took him down from the cross and laid him in a 
tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead, 31and 
for many days he was seen by those who had 
traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They 
are now his witnesses to our people.
32“We tell you the good news: What God promised 
our ancestors. . . .
   38“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know 
that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who 
believes is set free from every sin, a justification 
you were not able to obtain under the law of 
Moses. . . .”
   44On the next Sabbath almost the whole city 
gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45When 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul 
was saying and heaped abuse on him.
   46Then Paul and Barnabas answered them 
boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to 
you first. Since you reject it and do not consider 
yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn 
to the Gentiles. 47For this is what the Lord has 
commanded us:

“ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.’ ”
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Beyond all question, the 
mystery from which true 

godliness springs is great: He 
appeared in the flesh, was 

vindicated by the Spirit, was 
seen by angels, was preached 

among the nations, was 
believed on in the world, was 

taken up in glory
—1 Timothy 3:16

»mon
How God could appear in a body is truly a mystery. Even 
so, God did it so that we could better relate to Him. 
Thank God that He understands the limitations of your 
body, and the frustration it causes you sometimes.

»tues
Jesus was vindicated, or proven innocent, by the Holy 
Spirit when that same Spirit raised Him from the dead. If 
you are a Christian, the same Spirit is going to raise you 
from the dead. Praise God today for the incredible power 
of the Holy Spirit.

»wed
Angels helped Jesus several times during His ministry. 
God promises the same help for those “who will inherit 
salvation”(Heb. 1:14). Think about one time you felt 
protected or encouraged by the Lord’s angels. Thank God 
for sending them.

»thurs
Today Christ is preached all over the world. Even so, the 
needs are still great. Ask God how He would like to use 
you in fulfilling Christ’s great commission.

»fri
Because of those who have been faithful in preaching 
the Gospel, many have believed. Believers from America 

to Zaire look to Christ for salvation. 
Today, pray for a specific missionary 
your church is supporting.

»sat
The last line of this early Christian 
hymn speaks of Christ’s glory at 
His ascension. Can you imagine the 
reunion between Him and His Father? 
Celebrate Christ’s triumph over death 
today.
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as The Grinch has become a pop-

culture hero, and it’s easier 

to go on and on about how 

commercial Christmas is than 

to truly appreciate the joy of 

the season.

So if people seem to be 

grumpier this month, use it as 

an opportunity to share the joy 

of Jesus in new and different 

ways. Here are a few ideas:
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* Reject the shopping-center blues. Strike up a conver-

sation with a salesclerk or employee in a mall. Many of them see the worst of 

human greed during Christmas. Be the one person who—not only isn’t going to 

yell at them because they’re out of Aunt Velma’s favorite perfume—asks about 

their Christmas. Maybe you’ll have an opportunity to talk about the lasting value 

of God’s greatest gift.

* Believe it or not, lots of people can’t even afford 

Christmas trees, let alone presents for their children. 

Spend some time volunteering for local charities like Salvation Army or Angel 

Tree to help those who are unable to celebrate Christmas as easily as your family 

does.

* Spread the news. Send your school paper an essay, poem,  

illustration, or cartoon about what Christmas means to you. Or offer to write an 

article that interviews several students and teachers (including a few Christians 

you know) about what Christmas means to them.

* Help People! Find someone who you know is going through a tough time. 

Invite him or her to hang out with you and your friends. Send them an encourag-

ing text or card. 
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Imagine yourself visiting a doctor because you have terrible stomach pains. 

Without examining you, the doctor simply tosses you a prescription and a box of 

bandages, and leaves. He never asks you what the problem is.

How would you feel?

That’s the way a lot of Christians share the Gospel. It’s true, there is only 

one “prescription” for humanity’s sinful condition—but the approach differs 

depending on who you’re talking to.

The apostle Paul realized that he had to understand the needs of people before 

he could address them with the Gospel.

  & Read Acts 18:1-4.
 C Paul wanted to get to know Aquila and Priscilla so that he could understand 

their needs. What did they have in common? How did Paul use this mutual 

interest for the kingdom of God?

 C Paul also took opportunities to share his faith. What evidence do you see 

that shows he was bold in his witness?

  & Read 1 Corinthians 9:12-23.
 C List the personal sacrifices Paul made in order to reach others with the 

Gospel.

 C Why do you think Paul was willing to make these sacrifices?

 C How could Paul be both free and a slave at the same time? (vs. 19)

 C List the ways Paul identified with the people he was trying to reach.

 C Paul wanted to understand the needs of the people with whom he was 

sharing the Gospel. Summarize verses 19-23 in a sentence or two, using 

your own words.

knowing the need

4  
Bib

le 
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selections from Acts and 1 Corinthians

Acts 18:1-4  
1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 
2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of 
Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with 
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered 
all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 

3and because he was a tentmaker as they were, 
he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath 
he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade 
Jews and Greeks.

1 Corinthians 9:12-23  
12If others have this right of support from you, 
shouldn’t we have it all the more? 
   But we did not use this right. On the contrary, 
we put up with anything rather than hinder the 
gospel of Christ. 13Don’t you know that those who 
serve in the temple get their food from the temple, 
and that those who serve at the altar share in 
what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, 
the Lord has commanded that those who preach 
the gospel should receive their living from the 
gospel.
15But I have not used any of these rights. And I 
am not writing this in the hope that you will do 
such things for me, for I would rather die than 
allow anyone to deprive me of this boast. 16 For 
when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since 
I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do 
not preach the gospel! 17If I preach voluntarily, 
I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply 
discharging the trust committed to me. 18What 
then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching 
the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so 
not make full use of my rights as a preacher of 
the gospel. 
   19Though I am free and belong to no one, I 
have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as 
many as possible. 20To the Jews I became like a 
Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I 
became like one under the law (though I myself 
am not under the law), so as to win those under 
the law. 21To those not having the law I became 
like one not having the law (though I am not 
free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), 
so as to win those not having the law. 22To the 
weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have 
become all things to all people so that by all 
possible means I might save some. 23I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share 
in its blessings.
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I have become 
all things to all 

people so that by 
all possible means 
I might save some. 
I do all this for the 

sake of the gospel, 
that I may share in 

its blessings. 
—1 Corinthians 9:22b-23

»mon
Note how many times Paul 
uses the word “all” in 
1 Corinthians 9:22-23. Paul 
is talking about an all-out 
commitment to the Gospel. 
How’s yours?

»tues
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19. 
In this verse, Paul says he 
makes himself a slave (gives 
up personal rights) to win 
people to Jesus. Make a list 
of the rights you would give 
up for the Gospel. Ask God 
for help in giving those up.

»wed
Read 1 Corinthians 9:20. 
Here, Paul relates to those 
who are still like he used to 
be—legalistic and rigid—in 
order to win them to Christ. 
Think of two people who live 
your old lifestyle. Ask God to 

give you (1) the courage to speak to these 
old friends about the Savior and (2) the 
strength not to slip back into their lifestyle.

»thurs
Read 1 Corinthians 9:21. Paul related 
to people totally different from him, in 
order to win them to Christ. Write down 
the names of two non-Christians who are 
totally different from you. Ask God to give 
you the courage to reach out to them.

»fri
Read 1 Corinthians 9:22. Paul met people 
at their level—even in their weakness—to 
win them for Christ. Ask God to make you 
more transparent around non-Christians.

»sat
Read 1 Corinthians 9:23. Paul says he 
does all this to share in the blessings of 
the Gospel. Take a minute and write down 
all of the benefits you have received as 
a result of being a Christian. Ask God for 
the opportunity to share this wealth with 
others.

It’s hard to share your faith effectively.  
Doing any of the following makes it harder:
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DON’T: Back people into a corner 
that they can’t get out of. 

DON’T: Use Scripture as a first-
strike, offensive weapon (aka 
Bible bashing).

DON’T: Let a bumper sticker do 
your talking.

DON’T: Ignore someone’s request 
to be left alone.

DON’T: Talk without listening first.

DON’T: Treat non-believers as ene-
mies. (Satan is the real enemy.)

DON’T: Accuse strangers of specific 
sins.

DON’T: Care more about how many 
people you talk to than how 
you talked with them.



HOW TO BE A BOLD but 
sensitive witness for Jesus Christ

F A I T H
tips on being 
a bold but 
sensitive  
witness
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The apostle Paul told 
the Corinthians, 
“I have become all 

things to all people so 
that by all possible means 
I might save some” (1 
Cor. 9:22). Paul knew the 
importance of gaining a 
person’s confidence to win 
him or her for Christ. Tact 
and timing are good tools 
to have when it comes 
to spreading the Gospel. 
While you’ll want to be 
bold, sensitivity is also 
important.
 Read the following 
situations. Two brief 
responses are given 
for each. Decide which 
approach best fits how 
you would handle the 
situation, or come up with 
your own. 

SITUATION 1: 

A friend tells you, 
“I go to church 
once in a while. 
And I haven’t done 
anything really 
wrong. That makes 
me a Christian, 
right?” What would 
you say or do?

A. “A lot of people think 
that, but the Bible says 
to ‘believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be 
saved’ (Acts 16:31). Going 
to church and trying to 
be good don’t really add 
up to being right with 
God. Salvation is based 
on what Jesus has done 
for us. If you want to hear 
more, I’ll be glad to talk 

with you.” What do you 
think of this approach?

B. “Being in a church does 
not make you a Christian 
any more than being in a 
garage makes you a car. 
Only through Jesus can 
you gain salvation.”What 
do you think of this 
approach?

C. Explain what you might 
do in this situation.

SITUATION 2: 

A kid in your school 
recently lost a 
parent. You know 
that the Bible has 
words of comfort 
during times when 
life seems most 
unbearable. But you 
know your friend 
is deeply grieving 
and you don’t want 
to sound trite. What 
would you say or do?

A. Be there for your 
friend. It’s the best form 
of witnessing for now. 
Offer to pray for or with 
your friend. Later you can 
tell your friend that Jesus 
cares. What do you think of 
this approach?

B. I would send him a 
card with some Scriptures 
enclosed. What do you 
think of this approach?

C. Explain what you might 
do in this situation.

SITUATION 3: 

A friend asks you to 
go to a movie that 
you know will have 
scenes that you feel 
would make you 
uncomfortable as 
a Christian. Before 
suggesting the movie, 
your friend tells you 
that he recently had 
an experience where 
he was hurt by a 
Christian friend who 
had attempted to 
force his beliefs on 
him. What would you 
say or do?

A. “You know, I really like 
doing things with you, 
but I’d rather not attend 
that movie. I just feel that 
I would be compromising 
myself as a Christian if I 
saw it. I’m not trying to 
force you to believe as I 
do, and I don’t want to 
make you feel that I’m 
cramming my beliefs 
down your throat. Why 
don’t we pick another 
movie?” What do you think 
of this approach?

B. Suggest going to 
another movie without 
giving a reason. A “silent 
witness” sometimes is the 
best approach. What do 
you think of this approach?

C. Explain what you might 
do in this situation.

1. Know what you’re talking 
about. Be ready to back up your 
beliefs with Scripture. If you can, 
avoid quoting a lot of other people’s 
beliefs. People want to hear what 
you know—not what someone else 
thinks. 

2. Know your audience. It’s 
frustrating to be told that Jesus is 
the answer when no one knows your 
questions. 

3. Know when to talk and when 
to be silent. This involves prayer 
and the timing of the Holy Spirit. 

4. Know Jesus as your Savior. 
You must  be born again. You cannot 
share about Jesus if you don’t know 
Him as your Savior. The power to 
witness comes from knowing Him 
personally.

5. Know that you cannot make 
another person believe as you 
do. No one likes to be told what to 
think. You don’t have to give a “hard 
sell.” Your job is simply to plant a 
seed; only the Holy Spirit can actually 
change hearts.

6. Know where to go for answers. 
Here are some helpful Scripture 
references to get under your belt 
just in case the chance to share the 
Gospel comes your way: Romans 
3:22-23; 6:23; 10:9-10; John 3:16; 
Ephesians 2:8-9. 

7. Know that there’s no 
“formula” to witnessing. You 
don’t have to have all of the “buzz 
words” down pat or memorize 
every Gospel reference in the Bible. 
Sincerity makes up for any lack of 
eloquence.



A composite by Michelle Brouwer and Heidi Houghman as told to Miriam Mohler

I was asked to talk 
about what it’s like to 
be a witness for Christ 

at my school. I suppose I was asked because I’m 
just your average teenage Christian. Sometimes it’s hard 
to talk about my faith. I don’t mean that it’s hard to write 
my papers from a Christian perspective or to join a prayer 
group at school or to put a Christian bumper sticker on 
my locker or to wear a religious T-shirt. What’s really 
difficult for me is opening up the Bible and explaining the 
plan of salvation to another student. I’m afraid of coming 
across as pushy, like I’m trying to cram the message down 
somebody’s throat. I don’t want to offend my friends 
or turn them off to Christianity. Some Christians wield 
big Scripture signs in parades or use megaphones to tell 
everybody that they’re going to hell. It’s just not my style 
to do “cold turkey“ evangelism.
 When I go to camp, I get all fired up about telling others 
about Jesus. Last summer, the speaker told us that all 
Christians are witnesses—the kind of witness we want to 
be is up to us. Then he turned on us and said American 
young people were too lazy, too comfortable, and too 
“chicken” to take a risk.

HI!
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EVANGELIST
Reluctant
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EVANGELIST
 Well, I decided I do care that people know Jesus, but 
it’s still difficult to share my faith and just be me. Some 
people do it so naturally. I hear stories all the time about 
Christians, sitting next to someone on a plane or in an 
office, who just start right in and win someone to the 
Lord. It doesn’t come so easy for me.  I don’t want to be a 
“secret service” Christian, but I don’t want to come across 
as a jerk either.
 So how can I be a good witness? How can I share my 
faith and not be obnoxious? I’ve been doing a lot of 
thinking about that.
 First, the most important, and hardest, thing about 
being a good witness is being compassionate. Jesus said, 
“Love one another, even as I have loved you.” That has to 
be one of the toughest commands He ever gave. It’s not 
that I don’t love other people; I do. I love the poor and 
every race on this planet. But Jesus isn’t just telling me 
to love humanity. He is asking me to love those closest 
to me—my friends and family and those I come into 
contact with every day. It’s easy for me to love the world 
in an abstract sort of way. But when it comes to loving 
the real on-the-street, everyday, ordinary people, it gets 
downright difficult.
 Perhaps Jesus knew that if we all learned to love the 

people around us, really love them, then we would also 
learn to really love all the others in the world. If I can’t 
love my neighbor across the street or my history teacher, 
what makes me think I could ever love the kid at school 
who annoys me?
  Secondly, a bold witness’s life-style is consistent with 
his or her words. If I’m going to be an effective witness, 
I’ve got to “walk my talk.”
 Third, a courageous witness relies on God. I’m learning 
to pray about my witnessing opportunities and depend 
on the Lord for everything. I’ve been asking Him to speak 
through me and to open my eyes to the needs of others. 
Since doing this, I’ve realized that when people reject the 
Gospel, they are rejecting Jesus, not necessarily me. My 
job is to just go out and talk about Jesus; it’s God’s job to 
do the rest.
 Finally, I’ve decided that if I am going to be a good 
witness, I need to get excited about what God is doing. 
The apostle Paul did whatever it took to tell others the 
Good News. He was sold out for Christ. It didn’t mean he 
was pushy; it just meant that he really loved others, loved 
God, and lived a life consistent with that love. That’s 
what God requires of me if I’m going to be a bold witness.

Jesus isn’t just 
telling me to love 
humanity. He is 
asking me to love 
those closest to me.
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Sometimes Christians talk 
a lot about spiritual gifts 
and roles in the church. 
According to Ephesians 4, 
each of us fits into a primary 
role, a specific way that God 
designed you to impact the 
world.   

Where do you 
fit in? Let’s 
find out.

&  Sp ir itual  prof ile

1.   I like to encourage others

2.   I am always having lots of new ideas

3.   I like to include everyone in a group

4.   I have a great imagination

5.   I get frustrated when I feel I am not experiencing  
new things

6.   I like to share what I believe

7.   I have a strong sense of justice (what’s fair and 
unfair)

8.   I try to explain things in different ways if people 
are struggling to understand

9.   I get really enthusiastic about things and love 
telling others what I’m excited about

10.   I really worry that people I know will not 
become Christians

11.   I often notice things that other people don’t

12.   When I am in a group, other people often look 
to me for direction or ideas

13.   People seem to feel that they can trust me

14.   When we have done a Bible study or heard 
some teaching, people often tend to ask me for 
my opinion

15.   I regularly find that I need to get away to pray 
and listen for what God is saying

16.   I get along with all kinds of people easily, 
without having to be like them

17.   I like people to feel that they can talk to me 
about anything they need to

18.   I can suddenly just know something about 
someone, with no explanation

19.   I enjoy sharing my stories and experiences

20.   I love starting things, but I’m not always good 
at finishing them

21.   I really care when others are having problems, 
even if I haven’t experienced them myself

22.   I enjoy studying the Bible and finding fresh 
insights about it

23.   I expect opportunities to talk to people about 
my faith—I’m not surprised when they happen

What’s your spiritual role? 
 O S r
 often sometimes rarely

Where do you fit in?
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How to score:

Plug your answers into 
the grid below. Your 
highest total is your 
primary role, and the 
next highest is your 
secondary role.

2

5

9

12

20

  
   
   
   
  

 O S r qu
es

tio
n

1

3

13

17

21

  
   
   
   
  

 O S r qu
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X 2

+ 

(# of O’s)

(add # of S’s)
score nothing for r’s

TOTAL

Pastor

4

7

11

15

18

  
   
   
   
  

 O S r qu
es

tio
n

X 2
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(# of O’s)

(add # of S’s)
score nothing for r’s

TOTAL

Prophet

1

8

14

19

22

  
   
   
   
  

 O S r qu
es

tio
n

X 2
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(# of O’s)

(add # of S’s)
score nothing for r’s

TOTAL

Teacher

6

9

10

16

23

  
   
   
   
  

 O S r qu
es

tio
n

X 2

+ 

(# of O’s)

(add # of S’s)
score nothing for r’s

TOTAL

EvangeliSt (add # of S’s)

X 2

+ 

(# of O’s)

score nothing for r’s

TOTAL

apOstle

3  Turn to Page 26  
to find out what 
your role means  
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Once you’ve 
scored yourself, 
see the description 
of how God 
designed you.

Taken from A Passionate Life. Used by permission.

Where do you fit in?
Teacher
 This isn’t just a school thing. You 
love sharing the truth with others and 
helping people to understand new 
things and learn new skills. You often 
really love the Bible and finding new 
ways of studying and understanding 
it. Teachers love>> learning new 
things, explaining things to others, 
developing new things, seeing others 
learn new things. Teachers struggle 
with>> being wrong, being people-
pleasers, being flexible in their 
approach to solving things.

Evangelist
Evangelists are messengers. You love 
telling people about the things that 
excite you, and getting them excited, 
too. This includes your favorite 
sports teams, TV shows, and—most 
important—your faith. You love 
hanging out with people who aren’t 
Christians yet and sharing why Jesus 
is so great. Evangelists love>> 
talking, persuading people, telling 
stories, being enthusiastic. Evangelists 
struggle with>> doing stuff with 
just Christians, doing things in God’s 
strength and not their own, listening 
to others rather than talking at them.

Apostle
Apostle means “one who is sent out.” 
You are visionary and pioneering, 
always pushing into new territory. You 
are constantly starting new projects, 
and leadership comes naturally to 
you. Apostles love>> dreaming 
big, change, doing new and exciting 
things. Apostles struggle with>> 
sitting still, finishing things, and 
staying interested in something after 
they’ve gotten the ball rolling.

sO CHrist himself gave  
the apostles, The prophets,  
tHe evangelists, ThE pastors 
and teachers. 
   (Ephesians 4:11)

Pastor 
Pastor didn’t originally mean “person 
who stands in front of the church and 
gives sermons.” A pastor is someone 
who is great at encouraging others 
and helping them when they are 
struggling. You love to show people 
God’s love. You’re good at giving 
advice, even if that sometimes means 
correcting someone. Pastors love>> 
listening, offering advice, encouraging, 
seeing people change and grow. 
Pastors struggle with>> saying no, 
getting too emotionally involved, 
receiving help for themselves.

Prophet
Prophecy isn’t just about foretelling 
future events; mostly it’s about 
revealing what God is doing right 
now. You hear God and speak out 
what He says. You are often able to 
stand back from circumstances to get 
a clear picture of what is happening. 
Because of this, you often have unique 
solutions and develop a vision for 
what others don’t see. You are often 
creative. Prophets love>> listening to 
God, justice, righteousness, and seeing 
beyond the surface. Prophets struggle 
with>> being misunderstood, 
working in a team, not being “lone 
rangers.”

&  Sp ir itual  prof ile
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Super glue does a great job of bonding stuff together. In Ephesians, Paul 

talks about a bond that glues Christians together. This bond is the one believers have 

in Christ. Read Ephesians 1:3-6; 2:4-10 to find out what makes this bond strong.

  &  Before becoming Christians, people often ask, “What’s in it  

for me?” 
 C Find and list all the blessings in Ephesians 1:3-6 and 2:4-10.

 C In your own words, explain as many of the blessings as you can.  

Write your explanations next to the words you listed.

 C Find and list all the facts in these two passages that tell why God gives His 

blessings and love to the church.

  &   Lots of people consider their relationship with God an  

individual, private part of their lives, involving no responsibility 

to anyone else.

 C Find and list all facts in the passages that show God intends Christians to stick 

together.

 C Choose the verse you think best describes believers’ identity as God’s people. 

Explain your choice.

selections from Ephesians
super glue

5  
Bib

le 
Stu

dylesson 5  Bible Study

Ephesians 1:3-6. 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him 
before the creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight. In love 5he 
predestined us for adoption to sonship 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with 
his pleasure and will— 6to the praise of 
his glorious grace, which he has freely 
given us in the One he loves.

Ephesians 2:4-10. 
4But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved. 6And God raised us up 
with Christ and seated us with him in 
the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in 
order that in the coming ages he might 
show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us 
in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— 9not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 10For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.
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Ephesus had one of the most 
mentioned churches in the Bible. Not only does it 

have its own biblical letter, but it’s also 
mentioned in Revelation. 

The Gospel of John may also have 
been written in Ephesus.

stuff that was happening 
while the Ephesians figured 
out faith 

EPHESUS WAS IN ASIA MINOR, 

PART OF MODERN-DAY 

TURKEY.
Artemis worship was a thriving business 

in Ephesus. So much so that it sparked a 

riot when the business for Artemis idols 

slumped, because too many Ephesians were 

  
  becoming Christians.

The chu
rch in Ephesus was 

founded in a.d. 55 by Paul, with his f
riend 

Priscilla and her hu
sband, Aquila. The letter to the Ephesians was written by Paul from prison, in a.d. 62.

Ephesus was the second largest city in the world, after 

only Rome itself. Ephesus contained the Temple of Artemis, 

one of the original 7 Wonders
 of the Ancient World. 

For it is by grace 
you have been 
saved, through 

faith—and this not 
from yourselves, it 

is the gift of God—
not by works, so that 

no one can boast.
—Ephesians 2:8-9

»mon
Read Ephesians 2:8-9. What does it say? Thank God for 
His wonderful gift of salvation.

»tues
Look at the last part of Ephesians 2:8. When someone 
gives you a gift, you usually say “Thank you,” not “How 
much do I owe you?” Write a thank-you note to God for 
His gift of salvation.

»wed
Skim Ephesians 1:1—2:10. Underline in your Bible or 
write on a piece of paper each expression that begins 
“in Christ” or “in Him.” Thank God for everything He has 
given you in Christ.

»thurs
Read Ephesians 2:8-10. Our salvation is totally from 
God, but as new people in Christ, God wants us to live 
for Him. Ask God to help you make a difference at school 
or in your family.

»fri
Ephesians 2:8-9 says that our salvation isn’t based on 
works, but Ephesians 2:10 says that we’re created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works. Complete the sentence 
with one way you can serve others: With God’s help, I will 
_________________ .

28    

»sat
Read Colossians 2:9-14. What 
happens to each person when he or 
she receives Christ? Ask God to help 
you appreciate your privileges as a 
Christian more and more this year.



The chu
rch in Ephesus was 

founded in a.d. 55 by Paul, with his f
riend 

Priscilla and her hu
sband, Aquila. 
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Mainstream New Year’s 

resolutions are obvious. come 

up with some more creative 

resolutions for this year. Add 

your own in the blanks

 10
   Volunteer to mentor a younger 

student. 

 9   Share your testimony more. it may 

save a life! 

 8    upload a YouTube video that 

inspires and helps people. 

 7  do something nice for  someone  

  without waiting for him or her to  

  do something nice for you.

 6  Put gas in the car after you borrow  

  it from your parents. 

 5  If you’re always the last to speak, 

be the first. If you are usually the 

first the speak, be last.  

 4
   3
   2   

 1 

top

resoulutionsNew Year
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2a change in our physical 
bodies. Paul writes in Philippians 3:20- 
21, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And 
we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so 
that they will be like his glorious body.”

Our bodies, now weakened and 
ravished by sickness, disease, pain, and 
other influences will be of a different 
nature, not subject to these or any other 
maladies in heaven. 
—What physical change do you look 
forward to in heaven?

2a change of residence and 
physical environment. Jesus told His 
disciples, “And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where 
I am” (John 14:3). Just think, no housing 
projects, no holes in walls or ceilings, 
no unemployment, no homelessness. 
Revelation 21:9-26 gives a description 
of the home of the faithful (see vs. 11), 
a place of indescribable beauty. Just 
think of the physical eyesores in your 
neighborhood or in places you've visited 
that you will miss by being a citizen of 
heaven—no run-down buildings, no 
substandard hospitals, no more  poor 
schools. 
—What kinds of changes, visible or 
environmental, do you look forward to 
in heaven?

2a change of emotional 
environment. “He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away” 

There areThere are some thing some things that we grow accustomed s that we grow accustomed 
to as earth-dwellers. Things that go with the territory. Medical to as earth-dwellers. Things that go with the territory. Medical 
science has made giant strides, but still thousands of people live science has made giant strides, but still thousands of people live 
with pain. Fertile farmland yields tons of produce annually, but with pain. Fertile farmland yields tons of produce annually, but 
still people go to bed hungry here at home and abroad. State-still people go to bed hungry here at home and abroad. State-
of-the-art homes are being built every day, but still people are of-the-art homes are being built every day, but still people are 
homeless. Civil rights gains are visible, but daily the rights of homeless. Civil rights gains are visible, but daily the rights of 
people are being violated. Life under the sun is rough. people are being violated. Life under the sun is rough. 

The pain of life is no respecter of person or age. As a The pain of life is no respecter of person or age. As a 
teen you may have to endure the pain of losing a friend, the teen you may have to endure the pain of losing a friend, the 
disappointment of lost opportunity when a teenage friend gets disappointment of lost opportunity when a teenage friend gets 
pregnant or when a friend is incarcerated, the anguish of seeing pregnant or when a friend is incarcerated, the anguish of seeing 
a friend on drugs or being depressed after surviving rape or a friend on drugs or being depressed after surviving rape or 
molestation, the anxiety of living in fear from day to day.molestation, the anxiety of living in fear from day to day.

Despite the pain, discouragement, and hopelessness of Despite the pain, discouragement, and hopelessness of 
our earthly existence, our Lord is the real source of present our earthly existence, our Lord is the real source of present 
and future hope for all who trust Him. Those who receive and future hope for all who trust Him. Those who receive 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior experience what the Bible calls Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior experience what the Bible calls 
being “born again.” That’s the biblical term for getting saved, being “born again.” That’s the biblical term for getting saved, 
converted, or becoming a Christian. Though people have said converted, or becoming a Christian. Though people have said 
things like, “I looked at my hands and they looked new; I looked things like, “I looked at my hands and they looked new; I looked 
at my feet and they did too;” the real change at conversion at my feet and they did too;” the real change at conversion 
happens on the inside. It is spiritual in nature and is based on happens on the inside. It is spiritual in nature and is based on 
Christ’s work at His first coming.Christ’s work at His first coming.

Those, and only those, who have received Christ and the Those, and only those, who have received Christ and the 
subsequent inner change, qualify for additional changes that subsequent inner change, qualify for additional changes that 
will be initiated at His second coming. Scripture gives us a will be initiated at His second coming. Scripture gives us a 
glimpse of a glorious future for those who are in Christ.glimpse of a glorious future for those who are in Christ.

What changes can those in Christ expect in the future?What changes can those in Christ expect in the future?

Christians can expect:Christians can expect:

(Rev. 21:4). Our present world order, with 
its bent toward greed and selfishness, 
is one ripe for pain, death, and tears. 
Think of those things that cause you pain, 
anxiety, fear, and sadness here. Not so 
in heaven! The presence of the Lord and 
the absence of sin mean that we will 
experience ultimate satisfaction. Fullness 
of joy awaits those who enter heaven’s 
gates. 
—What emotional changes do you 
look forward to in heaven?

2a change of moral 
environment. “But the cowardly, the 
unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the 
sexually immoral, those who practice 
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—
they will be consigned to the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. This is the second death” 
(Rev. 21:8). Saints and sinners share space 
here. Not so in heaven! In the future, each 
group will be gathered separately and 
there they will be for eternity.  
—What changes in the moral 
environment do you most anticipate 
in heaven?

The full glory of what is in store 
for those who have accepted Jesus 
as Lord and Savior is yet to be 
revealed. Until then what we do 
know is enough to whet our desire 
for heaven and to be less fearful 
when the Lord calls us home. So, 
the next time  you feel yourself 
sinking under the weight of life 
under the sun, remember that 
according to God’s Word—it does 
get better than this!

2

OKING
RWARD

30    
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Reconcile: to restore to friendship or  harmony 
Reconciliation: the state of being reconciled.

Reconciliation happens when the barrier that existed between two people 

or groups is broken. The results of reconciliation should be long-lasting. 

Friendship is restored, not because one side totally gives in to the other, but 

because of a common ground where both sides can meet in peace. Ephesians 

talks about reconciliation and its results.

  & THE BARRIER  (Read Ephesians 2:11-18.)
 C Between what two groups of people did the barrier exist in Paul’s day?

 C What was the barrier that was producing the conflict? Be specific.

 C What terms and phrases that Paul used to describe the Gentiles 

(nonbelievers) can be applied to people who don’t believe in Christ 

today?

  & THE BARRIER BREAKER (Read Ephesians 2:13-18 and 3:1-6.)
 C What caused the barrier to break down? Refer to specific phrases in 

these verses.

 C Now that the barrier has been broken, what does this mean to all 

people regardless of background?

 C In your own words, describe the barrier-breaking process in verses 

14-16.

  & RECONCILIATION (Reread Ephesians 2:13-18; 3:1-6.)
 C Circle all the results of the barriers being broken.

 C What do you think is the one key word in verses 13-18? Explain this 

word by applying it to the church.

 C Look at Ephesians 3:1-6 again. How do you share a part in the 

“mystery” Paul refers to?

  & UNITY (Read Ephesians 4:3-6.)
 C Use these verses to fill in  

this chart. 

selections from Ephesians
reconciliation

6  
Bib

le 
Stu

dy

Believers Are  
One in  

We Experience This 
Unity in

[ ]

lesson 6  Bible Study

Ephesians 2:11-18 
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are 
Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by 
those who call themselves “the circumcision” 
(which is done in the body by human hands)— 
12remember that at that time you were separate 
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 
without hope and without God in the world. 
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far away have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ.
 14For he himself is our peace, who has made 
the two groups one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting 
aside in his flesh the law with its commands 
and regulations. His purpose was to create in 
himself one new humanity out of the two, thus 
making peace, 16and in one body to reconcile 
both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility. 17He came 
and preached peace to you who were far 
away and peace to those who were near. 18For 
through him we both have access to the Father 
by one Spirit.
Ephesians 3:1-6
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
 2Surely you have heard about the 
administration of God’s grace that was given 
to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made 
known to me by revelation, as I have already 
written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you 
will be able to understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made 
known to people in other generations as it 
has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s 
holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery 
is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 
heirs together with Israel, members together 
of one body, and sharers together in the 
promise in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:3-6 
3Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called; 
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.
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Make every effort 
to keep the unity of     

the Spirit through 
the bond of peace.      

There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you 

were called to one 
hope when you  

were called.
—Ephesians 4:3-4

»mon
Read Ephesians 4:3-4. Fact: Christians are one in Christ. 
Reality: Prejudice exists between Christians. Pray: Dear 
Lord, help me to keep the unity of the Spirit I share with 
all believers, regardless of their backgrounds.

»tues
List the various groups (racial, ethnic, class, social) 
represented at your school. Rate your own relationship 
with members of each group on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 
being unfriendly and 5 being friendly and accepting. What 
does your rating tell you about your acceptance level of 
other people?

»wed
Read 1 Corinthians 12:13. Paul was big on unity. On 
a piece of construction paper, draw a large number 
one and cut it out. In the number one, write a prayer 
thanking God for the unity and peace you can have with 
all believers.

»thurs
Look at the list you wrote on Tuesday. Pray that God 
would make you aware of attitudes that need changing 
and give you courage to overcome prejudices.

»fri
Write down the names of an adult, a friend, and a 
younger kid who all go to your church. Next, write one 

thing you appreciate most about each 
person. Read Ephesians 4:3-13, and 
then thank God for the part these 
three people play in your church body.

»sat
Read Ephesians 4:3-4 again. Ask God 
to make you a peacemaker in the 
coming week. Look for ways you  
can promote unity among your 
Christian friends.

For God so loved 
the world that he 
gave his one and 
only Son, that 
whoever believes 
in him shall not 
perish but have 
eternal life.  
John 3:16

God so

32 loved

Maana Mungu 
aliupenda 
ulimwengu hivi 
hata akamtoa 
Mwana wake wa 
pekee, ili kila 
amwaminiye 
asipotee, bali awe 
na uzima wa milele.. 
John 3:16

Porque de tal manera amó 
Dios al mundo, que ha 
dado a su Hijo unigénito, 
para que todo aquel que en 
él cree, no se pierda, mas 
tenga vida eterna.  
Juan 3:16
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R U L E S  O F

SAMPLE CONVERSATION

OTHERLAND~
“

”

SAMPLE CONVERSATION

Welcome to Otherland, 
the place with very specific rules. Anyone who does 
not follow the rules does not belong in Otherland. If 
a stranger breaks the rules, IMMEDIATELY STOP 
TALKING WITH THAT STRANGER!

.

~  In Otherland, whenever anyone joins a 
conversation, her first sentence must always start 
with “Youbetcha.” If anyone does not start their first 
sentence with “Youbetcha,” cease all conversation.

~  Physical touch is considered rude. Otherlanders 
always offer to shake hands, but if someone actually 
shakes an Otherlanders hand, it is extremely rude. 
Cease all conversation.

~  People snap their fingers in a regular rhythm when 
they are talking with someone of the opposite sex in 
public. But only when talking with members of the 
opposite sex. If someone of the other gender tries to 
talk with you without snapping their fingers, cease all 
conversation. If someone of the same gender snaps 
while talking to you, cease all conversation.

~  People are very polite in Otherland. Whenever 
someone else stops talking, you must laugh very loudly 
to show that you appreciate them. If someone doesn’t 
laugh after you finish talking, it’s because they don’t 
like you. Cease all conversation.

~  The word “what” is a swear word in Otherland. 
Why? Because it’s a four-letter word. If anyone starts 
a question with “what,” gasp at their boorishness, and 
cease all conversation.

~  If someone follows all the rules of Otherland, and 
asks a question, you should always answer honestly. 
But only if they follow all the rules.

Guy 1 to Guy 2: (offers to 
shake hands) Youbetcha, did 
you see that (generic sports 
reference) last night?

Guy 2 to Guy 1: (laughs)
(doesn’t shake hands) 
Youbetcha. It was almost as 
good as the  (generic movie 
reference) that I saw last 
week.

Guy 1 laughs.

Gal to both Guys: (offers 
to shake hands and then 
starts snapping) Youbetcha. 
The (movie) was way more 
interesting than the (sports).

Both Guys laugh.

Guy 1: (snapping) You are 
always right with your 
opinions.

Gal and Guy 2 laugh.

Stranger: What are you guys 
talking about?

The Otherlanders all gasp at 
the stranger’s rudeness and 
cease conversation.
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house church in 
Agra india

CChrist
different 
Christians

There is a Christian church in Agra, 
India. The pastor lives in one large room 
with his wife and two children. This 
pastor and his family share an outdoor 
sink and kitchen with several other 
families who live in rooms nearby. 

When he goes to church, he only has to 
walk down a few stairs from his home 
to a small concrete room on the first 
level of his open-air building. All of the 
people in his congregation live within 
neighboring buildings. When they 
get there, the women sit on the bare, 
concrete floor on one side while the 
men sit on the floor on the other side. 

They sing many worship songs in their 
native Hindi language. Sometimes the 
singing sounds like chanting and they 
will say one word, like Hallelujah, over 
and over again. 

Many of these Indian Christians have 
converted from Hinduism because 
they’ve seen God perform miraculous 
healings and wonders. Indian Christians 

live in constant danger of being beaten 
or thrown in jail. 

The Christians in India risk their lives 
by following Christ. But their faith is 
strong because they know this world 
is not their home. Every day, they 
spend time praying with each other 
and asking that their neighbors and the 
many Hindus around them will come to 
know Jesus. Then they go out and share 
the Gospel boldly, trusting God to show 
up and work His will.

For Christians in the United States, the Sunday morning 
routine is pretty familiar: church service, Sunday school, 
communion. Afterward, you may go out with family or 
friends to a favorite restaurant for breakfast, brunch or 
lunch. 

But for Christians around the world, this is not the typical 
picture of how their day of worship goes. Here are some 
stories of how differently Christians worship around the 
world.
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Saint Mark’s Cathedral in 
Alexandria

CChrist
Egypt is a country full of many tensions 
and contradictions. It is one of the most 
influential Muslim countries in the 
world. It is the spiritual head of one of 
the major branches of Islam. But it also 
has a large minority of Christians.

Coptic Orthodox Christians make up 
15% of Egyptians. This branch of 
Christianity split from the Western 
Christian Church in the 5th century, and has its own pope. 
The church in Egypt is believed to have been founded 
by the gospel-writer Mark, and Saint Mark’s Cathedral in 
Alexandria is one of the most beautiful churches in Africa.

Egyptian Christians often do not experience religious 
freedom, and the fear of attack almost always lingers under 
the surface. There are many accounts of suicide bombers 
setting off explosions in churches and killing or wounding 
Christians.

Coptic worship is rooted in liturgical history and traditions 
passed through the centuries. Worship on a Sunday 
morning can last over four hours. Candles are always lit 
during the service, and incense is burned during the time 
of worship. Worship music during a Coptic service is almost 
entirely vocal. The only instruments traditionally used are 
the cymbals and triangle. Also, during the service, men and 
women sit on opposite sides of the cathedral.

Brazil is predominately Catholic, 
but it’s the evangelical Christian 
movement there that is turning 
heads. The number of Protestant 
Christians has grown by the 
millions over the last couple of 
decades.

Here’s a typical Sunday night for 
Christian youth in a suburb of São 
Paulo: Hundreds of teenagers head 
to a youth service in a revamped 
movie theater. Looking around, 
you’ll mostly see teens in casual 
clothes and jeans. Many are 
carrying a Bible.

Reggae beats and strobe lighting 
get the audience pumped up for the 
service. A laptop projects nature scenes—
beautiful skies and sunsets—on the wall.

When the pastor finally comes on stage, 
he’s greeted with cheering from the 
crowd, as if this were a rock concert. 
Loudspeakers thump a beat while the 
audience cheers over and over again. 
“Jesus! Jesus!”

This is one of many churches reaching 
out to young people. Hundreds of these 
Pentecostal communities exist in São Paolo 
alone—most attenders are under 30.

As a result of this movement, new 
Christian churches are being founded daily 
all across Brazil.

These stories show a pretty wide range 
of experiences for Christians around 
the world. But the awesome thing is 
this: Christians may look different, 
sing different songs, and be a part of 
different cultures, but we all worship 
the same Christ. 
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A church in São Paulo, 
Brazil
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comfortably    warm
WHO NEEDS GOD WHEN 
     IT’S THIS GOOD?

He looked Zora straight in the eye, “I just don’t think being a 
Christian means much.”

 Zora wanted to say that being a Christian was important to 
her. But instead she muttered, “Yeah, a lot of Christians act 
pretty bad. I’m a Christian but it doesn’t really mean much to 
me.”

What? Doesn’t mean much? Zora couldn’t believe those words 
had come out of her mouth. But she tried to justify them to 
herself, Well it is good to be open-minded. After all, Kevin’s such a 
great guy. Maybe it’ll be good for me to look at another perspective. 
I’m sure about my faith. I just won’t let his views interfere with 
mine. After that discussion, Zora decided not to bring up her 
faith again.

 Zora and Kevin spent every free moment at school together. 
In time, Zora’s parents started asking questions. “Why aren’t 
you going to youth meetings anymore?” and “Where does Kevin 
go to church?” Zora made up brilliant answers that managed to 
get them off her case, but inside she felt confused. Before she 
knew it, Zora had been dating Kevin for the whole school year. 
Everything seemed perfect. Almost too perfect . . . With summer 
just around the corner Zora wondered if things with Kevin 
would change. She really loved him. What started out as a way to 
get popular had suddenly turned into much more. She thought 
Kevin loved her too. 

One night as Zora and Kevin were sitting outside of Zora’s 
house she noticed that Kevin was acting funny, kind of distant.

“What is it?” Zora asked, “You’ve been strange all night.”
Kevin looked into her eyes and said, “Summer’s coming up 

and I want to spend some time with my friends. But you don’t 
seem all that comfortable around them. I used to think it was 
just because you wanted to hang with your friends from church, 
but you don’t even see them anymore either,” he went on. “Why 
don’t you like my friends?”

“I just want to be around you,” Zora choked, trying not to cry. 
“Your friends don’t seem to care about God so it’s hard for me to 
be around them.”

“I don’t care about God either. Maybe you shouldn’t be around 
me,” Kevin shot back. “I think my friends are fine like they are.”

“So what are you trying to say?” Zora couldn’t even look up 
anymore. 

 “I want to break up . . . I can’t be with my friends and be with 
you. That’s just the way it is,” Kevin said.

 Zora thought, Why was I such a wimp about sharing my faith? 
Now I have nothing to show for this year. I’ve lost Kevin. I’m out 
of touch with my church friends. Worst of all, God seems a million 
miles away.

ZZora excelled in almost every area of her life. In 
academics everyone looked to her to set the grading curve. 

As early as her freshman year, Zora daydreamed about what her 
valedictorian speech would be about. Should she choose the 
“You Can Make a Difference” or the “Just Go for It” speech? If 
Zora was giving it, she would probably get a standing ovation. 
Things just seemed to work that way for her. 

Zora also was a Christian. She volunteered for community 
outreach programs, taught Vacation Bible School, attended youth 
group, and went on missions trips. 

Zora’s life seemed perfect, except for one thing. She was 
insecure. Even with all her talents and brains, she couldn’t stop 
feeling bad about herself. Zora wasn’t bad looking, just kind of 
plain. Especially compared to her older sister Tamia.  

 Tamia naturally attracted lots of guys. Competing for the 
limelight with her sister added to Zora’s insecurity.

Things changed Zora’s senior year. Tamia was now in college, 
and it was the first time Zora wasn’t in school with her popular 
sister. She and Tamia had driven to school and talked together 
almost every day. Suddenly, in Tamia’s absence, some of the guys 
that had hung out with Tamia and Zora now wanted to be with 
just Zora. It didn’t seem to matter that she wasn’t the real pretty 
one. Cool guys were asking her out!  

The attention Zora received from Kevin shocked her the most. 
He was popular and he had always dated good looking girls . . . 
but now he was telling Zora how pretty she was.

When Kevin first asked Zora out, she said yes immediately. 
They went to the movies and spent the afternoon talking. They 
seemed to have so much in common. Kevin not only excelled 
in sports, but also seemed to have a happy home life. Zora had 
wondered if a popular guy like Kevin might drink, smoke, or use 
drugs, but thankfully he didn’t. He seemed perfect in every way 
. . . except maybe one. She didn’t think he was a Christian. Sure 
he had high morals, but he never mentioned church or anything 
about religion. Zora didn’t let it bother her though. She was 
having too much fun and was also beginning to have confidence 
in herself.  

After a few weeks, Zora decided to bring up the spiritual issue. 
When Kevin asked about her plans for the coming weekend, she 
snuck the word “church” in along with a huge list of other plans. 
Kevin’s reaction was what she had feared. “You go to church, 
huh? Are you a Christian?” 

“Well, ahhh, yes, aren’t you?” she mumbled. 
“No” he replied matter-of-factly. “I don’t believe in God.” He 

went on to explain, “I live a good life and try to be a nice person. 
I even act better than a lot of Christians I know at school.” 
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lesson 7  Bible Study

Once you come to Christ, your old way of living 

is completely in the past. You should put off the old as if it’s outdated, unstylish 

clothing. As a new person in Christ, you’re to put on the new “clothes” He provides.

  & Read Ephesians 4:21–5:2.
Paul lists several things a Christian should put off (the don’ts) and put 

on (the do’s). Complete the chart. 

Verse Put On Put Off

4:22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

5:1-2

  & How can imitating Christ make a difference in the way you treat 

others?
Choose two or three items from the chart and describe how doing (or not doing) that 

particular thing would affect your relationship with

• a parent.

• your brothers or sisters.

• your friends.

• other teens or people who don’t like you.

Ephesians 4:21–5:2

7  B
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all dressed up

Ephesians 4:21—5:2  

21When you heard about Christ and were 
taught in him in accordance with the truth 
that is in Jesus. 22You were taught, with 
regard to your former way of life, to put 
off your old self, which is being corrupted 
by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new 
in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put 
on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness.
   25Therefore each of you must put off 
falsehood and speak truthfully to your 
neighbor, for we are all members of one 
body. 26“In your anger do not sin”[a]: Do 
not let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, 27and do not give the devil a 
foothold. 28Anyone who has been stealing 
must steal no longer, but must work, 
doing something useful with their own 
hands, that they may have something to 
share with those in need.
   29Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen. 30And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 
whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. . 32Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.
   5:1Follow God’s example, therefore, as 
dearly loved children 2and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.
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Read Ephesians 5:1. Describe how your day would 
be if you truly imitated God. Think about your actions, 
thoughts, and even your conversations with friends. Ask 
God to help you imitate Him for real.

»tues
Read Ephesians 5:1-2a. Paul described the Ephesian 
Christians as “dearly loved children”—children of the 
heavenly Father, that is. In what ways do people see 
a family resemblance between you and your heavenly 
Father?

»wed
Read Ephesians 4:21—5:2. Draw two columns on a 
piece of paper. Label one “old” and the other “new.” 
Write bad habits that still bother you in the first column, 
and in the second column, write the good qualities Christ 
has helped you develop. Thank the Lord for making you 
more like Him.

»thurs
Reread Ephesians 5:1-2a. Complete this sentence: 
Christ’s love for me is __________________ . How can 
you show Christ’s love to your family? Friends?

»fri
Read Ephesians 4:32. One way 
you can imitate Christ is to forgive 
people who have wronged you. Think 
of someone you need to forgive. It’s 
not easy to forgive someone who has 
deeply hurt you, but remember you’re 
like Christ when you do.

»sat
How have you imitated Christ this 
week? Praise God for making you more 
like His Son.

Follow God’s 
example, therefore, 

asd early loved 
children and walk in 
the way of love, just 
as Christ loved us.

—Ephesians 5:1-2a

therefore, as dearly  
 loved children walk in  
the way of love, just as  
 Christ loved us.

 —Ephesians 5:1-2a
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Follow God’s example,  



1. When someone annoys me, I 
__ annoy him or her back 

__ swear at him or her 

__ ignore the person 

__ say something nice instead 

__ try to be nicer to the person 

__ vow to get even

__  forgive the person, even when he or she 
doesn’t ask for forgiveness

__  other (fill in what you would do)

2. When I’m with my friends, I 
__  speak truthfully, even when what I believe 

is unpopular 

__ treat everyone with respect 

__ tease one person unmercifully 

__  talk negatively about people who aren’t in 
our group

__  do things I wouldn’t do if I weren’t with my 
friends 

__ use bad language 

__  try to act the way God would want me to 
act 

__ defend kids who aren’t as popular 

__ other (fill in what you would do)

3.When I realize I’ve hurt someone, I
__  avoid the person for as long as possible 

__ ask the person for forgiveness 

__ pretend nothing happened

__ feel sorry for what I did

__ blame it on someone else

__  try to forget it and hope the other person 
does too

__  treat the person extra nice to make up for 
the hurt 

__  ask God to help me face up to what I did 

__ other (fill in what you would do)

4.  When I’m trying to impress a certain 
group of people, I 

__ act tough 

__ lie just a bit to fit in better 

__ insult other people 

__  just be myself

__  remember how the Holy Spirit would want 
me to act

__ laugh at offensive jokes 

__ tell offensive jokes 

__ maintain my witness as a Christian 

__ other (fill in what you would do)

5.  When I hear that a friend is gossiping 
about me, I

__  start telling nasty stories about that 
person 

__ give him or her the benefit of the doubt

__  demand an apology from that person

__ pray for him or her

__  talk to the person in private to find out 
what’s going on 

__ forgive the person 

__ simmer and seethe inside for days 

__  tell everyone I know that the person is a 
liar

__ other (fill in what you would do)

6.  When a friend, or a brother or sister, 
gets something I really want, I

__ am genuinely glad for him or her 

__ boil over with jealousy 

__ wait for a chance to “borrow” it 

__ beg to use it for the weekend 

__  give him or her a hard time about being 
so lucky 

__ feel thankful for what I do have

__ hide my real feelings and fake happiness

__  offer to let the person borrow anything I 
have, no strings attached 

__ other (fill in what you would do)

N = Never
S = Sometimes
O = Often
U = Usually

Crowd Mentality,

Mentality
or Christ

C
ro

w
d

When a lot of people 
laugh at the clumsy person 
who just tripped, you may 
laugh too. It’s peer pressure, 
crowd mentality. You are 
caught up in what everyone 
else thinks is funny. But as 
members of Christ’s Body, 
we’re supposed to imitate 
Him, not others. Especially 
in the way we treat other 
people. This is sometimes 
tough, because it’s easier to 
measure ourselves by other 
people’s standards than by 
Christ’s standards. For each 
sentence started below, 
use the key and mark how 
likely you are to have each 
response listed.
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AAFFAIRSFFAIRS of  of 
DRAGONSDRAGONS

“Doing faith” is, in a lot of ways, like going into a dragon’s lair. Around every corner is the 

terrifying dragon fire of your peers and what they think of you. Little dragon hatchlings 

prowl in the shadows, looking to snap and take a chunk out of your heart every chance 

they get. Dark, cold tunnels fill even the bravest adventurer with fear, and caverns seem so 

large and empty that you feel like you might disappear altogether.   

Happily, there are some in the dragon’s den who are for, not against, you. As you make your 

way deeper into the winding tunnels of the real world, you will stumble upon other adventurers 

who are on the journey with you. Side by side you make a stand against the towering beast, flames 

rising from its nostrils. Menacingly, it raises an enormous head, hatred for you and for all of life 

blazing in his hollow, empty eyes, and the chill of all the evils of the world flaring up like 

terrible wings upon his back.

What a victory awaits those who see him fall, whose swords are raised in triumph! When the 

huge and ghastly head lies defeated, drained of its power to kill, they will celebrate with honor 

and glory, those few who have felled him. What a sweet day!

But you only get to have that day if you enter into the battle. Hiding at home with your sword under 

your bed is no place to win ground for the kingdom. Only with the armies 

of the Lamb can it be found. Will you enter in?  Will you don your helmet 

and race to the battle? Will you light the torch you’ve been given and take 

that first breathless step into the cave of midnight?

It takes faith to walk the hallways of high school displaying a living faith in 

God and a vibrant love for His people, but that is what you are called to do. 

Your mission right now is to walk and live in the light and righteousness of 

Jesus, binding up the hurting and encouraging those around you to invite God 

into their own journeys. Sure it might make you look silly at a public high school, 

just as a knight in full armor would look roaming the aisles of the store. But when 

the deceptive curtains of the world come down and the dragons reveal themselves 

for who they are, you will be glad to have been wearing your armor. 

So put it on, and walk in faith.

Why is faith needed to live out a walk with 

God? Here are seven good reasons:

>  God can’t be seen. Obviously. To be devoted to something that you aren’t 

able to see or hold or physically prove takes a lot of faith.

>  People are going to pressure and question why you’re doing life God’s way.

>  You are going to have doubts yourself sometimes. Faith beats doubt.

>  There is something about faith that unlocks spiritual power and “allows” God to step in and 

move in your journey.

>  Faith allows silent searching, enabling you to hear God’s direction.

>  Faith helps you follow God’s leading, doing things you might otherwise be too afraid to do on 

your own.

>  Faith keeps you “doing right” in spite of the many gods and voices blaring in high school hallways.

40 
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Ephesians 5:6-17
truth tactics
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Films, mesmerizing commercials, addicting 

TV programs, the music we listen to, even the people we hang around with, all 

bombard us with messages, many of which simply aren’t true. They may not be 

deliberately lying to you, but the speakers are still blinded by darkness.

Once we trust Christ, we become “children of light” (Eph. 5:8). We now have the 

light of God’s truth, and we need to grow in our ability to distinguish between light 

and dark, truth and untruth. 

  & Read Ephesians 5:6-17.
1. Circle everything Paul mentions that a Christian should avoid, and underline all 

the things he or she should go after.

2. Look at verse 8. What do you think Paul means when he says, “You are light in 

the Lord”?

3. In verse 11, Paul talks about “fruitless deeds of darkness.” What are these deeds 

of darkness? Check out the list in Galatians 5:19-21.

4. Let’s see how the deeds of light can counteract the deeds of darkness. What are 

some deeds of darkness we deal with every day?

5. Read verses 15-17 again. What can we do to counteract this evil?

6. If you had to summarize the main point of today’s Bible study in five words, 

what would you say?

Ephesians 5:6-17
6Let no one deceive you with empty 
words, for because of such things 
God’s wrath comes on those who are 
disobedient. 7Therefore do not be partners 
with them.
  8For you were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists 
in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
10and find out what pleases the Lord. 
11Have nothing to do with the fruitless 
deeds of darkness, but rather expose 
them. 12It is shameful even to mention 
what the disobedient do in secret. 
13But everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible—and everything that 
is illuminated becomes a light. 14This is 
why it is said:

 “Wake up, sleeper,
  rise from the dead,
 and Christ will shine on you.”

 15Be very careful, then, how you live—
not as unwise but as wise, 16making 
the most of every opportunity, because 
the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the Lord’s 
will is.
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Read Ephesians 5:8. Now 
that you’re in the light, what 
is your responsibility to those 
still in darkness? Thank God 
for the light He shines on 
people who are in darkness.

»tues
Sometimes people fall into 
the trap of believing lies 
because they don’t know 
the truth. Ask God to help 
you recognize the difference 
between truth and lies.

»wed
 Read out loud to yourself 
Ephesians 5:6-17. Choose 
one verse to memorize—
and apply. Thank God that 
you don’t have to walk in 
darkness, but you can walk in 
His light.

»thurs
Read Ephesians 5:6-10. List some of the 
“empty words” that have recently tricked 
you. Ask God for a sincere desire to 
know His truth as well as what pleases 
Him.

»fri
Read Ephesians 5:16. Plan a tentative 
time schedule for tomorrow, prayerfully 
considering how you can make the “most 
of every opportunity,” especially when it’s 
the weekend!

»sat
Read Ephesians 5:8 again. To live as a 
child of light, you need to be aware of 
the lies of the darkness. Ask your youth 
leader or another mature Christian what 
he or she considers the most dangerous 
spiritual lies currently being spread by 
people.

42 

For you were 
once darkness, 
but now you are 
light in the Lord. 
Live as children 

of light.
 —Ephesians 5:8

LIGHT

The Bible says that Satan can 
appear like an angel of light. 
So how can we tell the light of 
truth from mere shadows? The 
main thing is to know the light 
source so well that we won’t be 
deceived by holograms. Which of 
these quotes are truths from God, 
our light source; and which are 
things that sound good, but are 
really lies?

Answers:
1. Lie: Ben Franklin said this, and it is directly opposed to Scripture, see Rom. 5:8.
2. Light: DJ Premier said this. We find confirmation in Scripture. We were once lost and now 
found, a new creation; we are not the same.  
3. Lie: This popular quote from Einstein is deceiving for as Christians we pray over and over 
again even though it appears that nothing is changing.  
4. Light: lyric from the Switchfoot song, “Gone.” See 1 Cor. 7:29-31.
5. Light: quote from Madeleine L’Engle, see Job 40—41 and 1 Cor 1:18-25.
6. Lie: This common quote goes against Scriptures that tell us to seek wisdom and knowledge.

“
”

Liesvs
God helps 
those 
who help 
themselves. 1

It’s not where 
you’re from it’s 
where you’re 
at. 2

Insanity: doing the same 
thing over and over 
again and expecting 
different results. 3

She said he said, “Live like  
no tomorrow. 

Every day we borrow 
Brings us one step closer 

to the edge (infinity).”   4

We rebel 
against the 
impossible. Some 
professional 
religion-mongers 
try to make 
God possible, 
domesticate Him 
so that He’s easy 
to believe in….
But an acceptable 
Christianity is 
not Christian; a 
comprehensible 
God is no  
more than an 
idol. 5

What you don’t 
know won’t hurt 
you. 6



Think of a deep dark sin that you’re ashamed of. Take a black pen and write that sin below, where it’s all black.

One definition of integrity might be 

“living the same way when 
nobody’s watching.” If everyone 

could see your private actions, what would 

they think of them? As mature followers of 

Christ, we are asked to live consistently, 

as if we were always in the light.

Doesn’t show, right? It would show quite 
clearly.

What if you were to 

write that sin over 

here in the light? 

“For you were once
darkness, but now
Lord. Live as children
you are light in the

 —Ephesians 5:8
of light.”
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sincere and it 

h e l p s  y o u  i t 

must be okay

Does It Really Matter 

What You Believe ssssssssssssssssssss
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Some people say that it really doesn’t matter 
what you believe as long as you’re sincere. You tell me, did it matter 
in the case of the girl in the story?

Lots of people fall into the “sincerity trap,” especially when it 
comes to religion. They think if you’re sincere and it helps you, then 
it must be okay. But, if the Bible says Jesus is the way, the truth, and 
the life, and no one goes to the Father except by Him, then who’s 
wrong and who’s right? Are the Jehovah’s Witnesses right about 
Jesus not being the Son of God? Are the Muslims right about Allah 
being the one true God? What you believe about truth, right and 
wrong, and God aren’t issues to be taken lightly. They are matters of 

life and death. And although people 
say that in religion anything goes and 
you must respect other people’s beliefs, 
they find themselves drawing lines and 
calling some religious beliefs wrong, 
hurtful, or stupid.

Or if you were a worshiper of Molech 
and regularly practiced child sacrifice, 
would it matter? Could you be wrong? 
Did you ever jump over seams in the 
sidewalk when you were a kid because 
you believed the superstition “Step on a 
crack, break your mother’s back!”?

As noted, the first story--about the 
Mexican rat--is an urban legend that 
reminds us the importance of choosing 
the right answers in life. It could mean 
spending eternity without God, if 
not. These days it isn’t exactly proper 
etiquette to express a strong opinion 
that is different from someone else’s. 
But Christ calls us to proclaim the truth of His Word. There is only 
one way to God and there is only one religion that is true. Jesus 
Christ is the way and Christianity is that religion. The other options 
just don’t count.

The mark of a mature believer is the ability to distinguish between 
good and evil, between the truth and lies. As we grow in Christ, our 
ability to know the difference increases.

Believing what you want as long as you’re sincere isn’t always 
smart. As Christians, be sincere in what you believe, but be sincerely 
right. 

Do your best to 
present yourself 
to God as one 
approved, a 
worker who does 
not need to be 
ashamed and who 
correctly handles 
the word of truth. 
2 Tim. 2:15

For you were once 
darkness, but now 
you are light in 
the Lord. Live as 
children of light. 
Eph. 5:8

D 
id you ever jump over 
seams in the sidewalk 
when you were a kid 
because you believed 

the superstition “Step on a crack, break your 
mother’s back!”?

Two girls who lived in southern California near 

the Mexican border would often cross the 

border to go shopping. One day they decided 

to do some power shopping, so they went to 

Mexico. After a long day, the girls were walking 

to their car to head for home. One of the girls 

noticed what looked like a small battered puppy 

lying near the car. She had such a love for 

animals she couldn’t just leave it there, so she 

picked it up, cuddled it, and decided to take it 

home with her. It was against the law to import 

animals from Mexico without proper permission, 

so she hid the animal in the trunk of the car.

When the girl arrived at home, she bathed the 

puppy, fed it, and brushed its fur hoping that it 

would perk up. But it still seemed a little sick.

That night she let the puppy sleep with her 

to show it how much she cared. She cuddled it, 

kissed it, and held it throughout the night. The 

next morning she decided to take the puppy to 

the veterinarian. She told him part of her story, 

not wanting him to know she illegally brought 

an animal into the country. Then she asked if he 

could do anything to help the little puppy.

“Young lady, where did you get this animal?” 

he asked with a stern voice. In order to help the 

puppy she reluctantly told him the truth.

“This isn’t a puppy you’ve found,” he scolded 

her. “This is a rodent—a rat found only in Mexico. 

You should never have brought it back with 

you!”

as long as you
,
re sincere?sincere?ssssssssssssssssssss
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Ephesians 6:10-18. 
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of 
God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. 12For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore 
put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be 
able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. 14Stand 
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate 
of righteousness in place, 15and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to 
all this, take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 18And pray 
in the Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.

God’s people are engaged in a real battle with a real enemy. Today’s 

Bible study from Ephesians 6:10-18 is divided into two parts: the enemy and the armor.

  & The Enemy. 
Look up and read the following Scripture passages. Describe what kind of enemy 

we’re up against.

Ephesians 6:10-12

John 8:44

1 Peter 5:8-9

  & The Armor. 
Let’s say your class has been assigned the task of preparing new recruits for battle 

against the enemy. Your job is to help them understand three important things about 

each piece of armor Paul mentions in Ephesians 6:10-18. These three things are:

1. What is this weapon or piece of equipment?

2. Why is it important?

3. How do we use it?

Remember, the picture of armor that Paul gives is a figure of speech—a metaphor. 

He probably got his idea by looking at the Roman soldiers to whom he was chained 

night and day (see Eph. 6:20).

Take notes on a separate piece of paper as you work. Look up the extra 

references. These will add depth to your answers. Be prepared to present your 

answers to the class.

1. The belt (vs. 14). (For a Roman, the belt was a sign of active duty. It was often 

used to join the upper and lower parts of his armor together.)

2. The breastplate (vs. 14). (See Isa. 11:5; 59:17.)

3. Shoes (vs. 15). (See Isa. 52:7; Rom. 10:15.)

4. The shield (vs. 16). (The Roman shield was 2 1/2 by 4 feet in size, made of wood 

and leather. One of its purposes was to knock down flaming arrows.)

5. The helmet (vs. 17).

6. The sword (vs. 17). (See Heb. 4:12.)

7. Prayer (vs. 18). (It’s not listed as a weapon, but is essential for victory over the 

enemy.)

Ephesians 6:10-18

The enemy & the armor
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Put on the full 
armor of God 

so that you can 
take your stand 

against the 
devil’s schemes. 

—Ephesians 6:11

»mon
Read Ephesians 6:11. 
Focus on the belt of truth 
(6:14). It’s truth in your 
life and your beliefs that 
wins God’s battle. Listen 
carefully to the messages 
you hear today, and make 
the distinction between 
truth and error.

»tues
Read Ephesians 6:11, 14 
again. Christ has given 
you His righteousness 
and helps you develop 
personal righteousness 
as you grow in your faith. 
Ask God to help you live 
righteously for Him.

»wed
Read Ephesians 6:11, 15. 
When you talk about the 

good news of salvation (the Gospel), 
you announce that Christ has won. 
Thank God for His victory over Satan.

»thurs
Read Ephesians 6:11, 16. As a 
Christian, your faith is in the final 
victory already won by Christ’s 
resurrection. With this kind of faith, 
you can face anything.

»fri
Read Ephesians 6:11, 17. Salvation 
is your ultimate protection. Once 
you trust Christ for salvation, your 
life is changed and you have a new 
direction. Thank God for His salvation.

»sat
Read Ephesians 6:11, 18. Although 
prayer isn’t listed as a weapon, 
you need it to have victory over the 
enemy. Spend a few minutes in prayer, 
thanking God for equipping you to 
take your stand against Satan.

48    

Be alert and of sober 
mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion 
looking for someone 
to devour. 1 Peter 5:8
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Revelation 1:10-13, 17-18 
10On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, 
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 
trumpet, 11which said: “Write on a scroll 
what you see and send it to the seven 
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
  12I turned around to see the voice that 
was speaking to me. And when I turned 
I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and 
among the lampstands was someone like 
a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching 
down to his feet and with a golden sash 
around his chest.
 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
though dead. Then he placed his right 
hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I 
am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living 
One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive 
for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of 
death and Hades.

5:1-5, 11-12 
1Then I saw in the right hand of him who 
sat on the throne a scroll with writing on 
both sides and sealed with seven seals. 
2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in 
a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll?” 3But no one 
in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
could open the scroll or even look inside 
it. 4I wept and wept because no one was 
found who was worthy to open the scroll 
or look inside. 5Then one of the elders 
said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has triumphed. He is able to open the 
scroll and its seven seals.”
 11Then I looked and heard the voice 
of many angels, numbering thousands 
upon thousands, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand. They encircled the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders. 
12In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,  
to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and strength and honor and 
glory and praise!”

This is an introduction to the Book of Revelation, 

telling who the book was originally written for and why it was written. 

Though the symbols used in Revelation are difficult for us to understand, they 

were more familiar in John’s day. If you look at the way these same symbols 

were used in other parts of the Bible, you’ll better understand what they mean 

in Revelation.

  & Read Revelation 1:10-13, 17-18
 C Who was Revelation written to? 

 C Why was it written? 

 C Where did the content of the book come from? 

  & Read the verses below: then look up and read the verses from other 

portions of Scripture. Discuss what light they shed on the symbolic language in 

the text. 
• Revelation 1:12-13

Seven lampstands: Rev. 1:20; John 1:4-9; Matt. 5:14-16

The Son of Man: Dan. 7:13; Matt. 17:9; 26:62-64; Acts 7:56

His robe: Exod. 28:39-43; Jer. 13:1-11; Isa. 11:5

• Revelation 5:1-5
The right hand of the throne: Rev. 4:2; Ps. 110:1; Acts 7:55; Rom. 8:34b

The sealed scroll: Isa. 29:11; Ezek. 2:9-10; Dan. 12:4

Lion of the tribe of Judah: Gen. 49:8-10; Heb. 7:14a; Matt. 1:2-16

Root of David: Isa. 11:1, 10; 1 Sam. 16:5-13; Matt. 21:9; Rom. 15:12

The Lamb: John 1:29; Isa. 53:7; Exod. 12:3, 5-8, 11-13

  & Now, react! Imagine you were there with John seeing these visions. 

Discuss these questions:

 C What emotions would you feel viewing the scenes described? 

 C What thoughts or observations might they bring to mind? 

 C Summarize your reaction. 

 C From what you have read today, what do you think is the purpose of the 

Book of Revelation? (See 1:1.)

selections from Revelation
revelation
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»mon
Read Revelation 5:9-10 to see more clearly why the 
Lamb is worthy. Worship the Lord for the sacrifice He 
made on your behalf.

»tues
Jesus Christ will return to the earth. Does your life show 
that you agree? Pray that the Lord will help you trust Him 
more fully.

»wed
Although the Book of Revelation provides answers, it may 
also leave you with unanswered questions. Pray for God’s 
peace to accept what can’t be explained.

»thurs
As you read the Book of Revelation, jot down on a piece 
of paper each verse where God’s power is shown. Thank 
Him for this power.

»fri
We owe all honor to our Lord who paid the price for our 
redemption. In your prayers today, thank God for the 
Lamb who was slain.

»sat
Exaltation and thanksgiving are due 
our Lord as Savior and Redeemer. 
Stop your normal activity right now and 
just give glory to the Lamb. Pray that 
thankfulness will increasingly become 
second nature to you.

the end of  days

John wrote Revelation 

about A.D. 95, during the reign of 

Titus Flavius Domitian, the Roman Emperor 

who exiled John to the Isle of Patmos. 

The one fact everyon
e can agree on? 

That Christ’s r
eturn will be unpredictab

le, 

“like a thief in
 the night.”

Manius Acilius Glabrios, a former 
Roman consul, became a 

Christian. So Domitian ordered him to 

fight a lion in the gladiator’s arena. But 

Manius ended up winning. 
The applause was so great that 

Domitian grew jealous and 
had him executed.

Revelation: Research.  

Everyone thinks the number of the beast is 666. But 

some say it was 616. Who is right?

Worthy is the 
Lamb, who was 
slain, to receive 

power and wealth 
and wisdom and 

strength and 
honor and glory 

and praise!
—Revelation 5:12
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Revelation is a cryptic book. 
People often get bogged 
down in the symbolic opening 
chapters, long before the 
book gets to the exciting parts 
about 10-headed dragons and 
poisonous grasshoppers. So 
here’s a quick breakdown of 
10 themes from Revelation. 
These should help you 
understand certain parts a 
little better—and help you 
look really smart to other 
people who don’t understand 
Revelation.

Theme 1
THE RETURN OF CHRIST 

Christ is coming back visibly, 
publicly, historically, and 
gloriously. 

Theme 2
CHRIST WILL BE JUDGE 
AND KING OF THE 
UNIVERSE  

Unlike when Christ first came 
to earth as a humble baby to a 
poor family. He had no political 
or military power. 

Cliph’sNotes
Revelation
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if you watch road 
signs, you are more 
likely to get to your 
destination. If you 

follow the four clues below, you’ll 
steer a straighter course as you study 
the Book of Revelation.

First, be clear about what is 
clear—and don’t let what isn’t clear 
confuse you. Actually, the structure 
(or framework) of Revelation is pretty 
clear, though the symbols (or figures 
of speech) may not always be. For 
instance, in Revelation 5:1 we meet 
“a scroll . . . sealed with seven seals.” 
In 6:1 “the Lamb opened the first of 
the seven seals.” All we have to do 

is keep counting—1, 2, 3, etc. From 
Revelation 6:1 to 8:1 we have “seven 
seals.” As in seals used to seal up 
things of value.

In Revelation 8:2 we begin to 
count “seven trumpets” up until 
9:13 (the sixth). The seventh trumpet 
sounds in 11:15. In chapter 16 we 

discover “seven bowls of God’s 
wrath” (16:1). Read and count. 
Therefore (no matter how you outline 
them or what they mean or when 
you place them—past, present, or 
future), it is clear that we can follow 
an overall pattern of seven seals, 
then seven trumpets, then seven 
bowls. At least, the main structure 
of Revelation chapters 6–16 is fairly 
clear to follow.

Second, use the Old Testament 
as a decoder. A dictionary gives 
us what words mean. A visual 
dictionary  gives us what pictures 
mean. The Old Testament is the visual 
dictionary for the Book of Revelation 

(which, 
incidentally, 
even some very 
educated people 
mispronounce as 
Revelations).

For instance, 
the many-headed beast in Revelation 
13:2 resembles a leopard, a bear, and 
a lion. When we turn back (with help 
from a Bible footnote) to Daniel 7:4-6, 
we find a lion, a bear, and a leopard. 
In other words, we have the same 
three animals as in Revelation 13. 
So, if we can figure out what Daniel 

How revealing
TIPS FOR READING THE BOOK OF REVELATION

The Old Testament is the visual 
dictionary for the Book of 
Revelation

is it?

The one fact everyon
e can agree on? 

That Christ’s r
eturn will be unpredictab

le, 

“like a thief in
 the night.”

Manius Acilius Glabrios, a former 
Roman consul, became a 

Christian. So Domitian ordered him to 

fight a lion in the gladiator’s arena. But 

Manius ended up winning. 
The applause was so great that 

Domitian grew jealous and 
had him executed.
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Theme 4
SYMBOLIC SEVENS   

Just as seven days complete 
a week, so the number seven 
stands for completeness. 
Symbolic sevens show up 
everywhere in the Book of 
Revelation.
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Theme 3
SOUND EFFECTS  

The sounds of “thunder, 
rumblings, flashes of 
lightning and an earthquake” 
or “a sound from heaven like 
the roar of rushing waters” 
are symbolic of how violent 
Jesus’ return will be. The 
harsh effects on nature and 
weather mirror the huge 
effect of Jesus’ second 
coming on all the people on 
the planet.

meant, we may be able to figure out 
what Revelation means. Daniel 7:17 
tells us: “The four great beasts are 
four kings.” Whatever we may not 
know, we do know that Revelation 
is saying that the “beast” of 13:2 is 
somewhat like the kings (or animals) 
Daniel talked about—pretty fierce.

So, we’d better study the Old 
Testament if we want to understand 
the New Testament.

Third, separate fact from 
interpretation. A fact is what the 
writer says; interpretation is what 
he may mean by what he says. 
Someone said: “If the Bible’s plain 
sense makes good sense, then seek 
no other sense.” If the Bible writer 
tells us what he means, we don’t have 
to hunt any further. For instance, 
Revelation 1:20 tells us: “The seven 

lampstands are the seven churches.” 
In other words, John’s symbol or 
picture of lampstands stands for 
seven local churches of people in 
Asia Minor 
in the writer’s day.

Alva McClain, a seminary 
president, once said: “Prophecy 
was not given in order for us to 
prophesy.” In other words, we 
shouldn’t make our own flimsy 
predictions out of murky Bible 
predictions. Throughout history 
Christians have predicted that Hitler 
or Mussolini or some other great evil 
person was the “beast” of Revelation 
13. When those predictions didn’t 
pan out, Christians just looked silly. 
Almost every time there’s a war in 
the Middle East, any writer who puts 
out a book on Bible prophecy can 
expect it to sell like hot-cakes. But it’s 
best to steer clear of these fads.

Fourth, learn that you can 
learn how to disagree agreeably. 
Sincere students of the Bible 
hold varying views—especially 
on subjects such as the Book of 
Revelation. Some scholars hold that 
the Book of Revelation is mostly for 
the future. Some think it’s mostly 
for today. Some say most of it fits 
into past history. Still others think 
it’s timeless—good for any time and 
place. It’s our obligation to learn all 
we can about a book like Revelation, 
but it’s also our obligation to humbly 
admit that other equally committed 
Christians will see things in it 
differently.

Sometimes people puzzle 
over why different Christians see 
Revelation so differently.

Using the footnotes in a study 
Bible will at least 
help you with 
the background, 
the symbols, and 
the Bible cross-
references to what 
you are reading. 
Why not read 
a chapter a day 
along with the 

footnotes to the verses there?
Don’t let the giant locusts of 

chapter 9 obscure the great picture 
of the Lord in Revelation. Don’t let 
the beasts of Revelation 13 make you 
miss your focus upon the Lion and 
the Lamb of Revelation 5:5 and 6, 
because this book is “the revelation 
from Jesus Christ” (1:1). This book 
is from Him about Him—and it’s for 
you!  

separate fact from interpretation. 
A fact is what the writer says; 
interpretation is what he may mean  
by what he says

52    
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“All that warning and judgment stuff in 

the Bible is just for the ‘bad guys,’” you say. “But I’m a good guy. I’m a Christian and 

doing right. Those warnings aren’t for me!”

If this sounds like you, check out today’s Bible message—written directly to the 

“good guys”—nice church people like some you may know.

  & Read Revelation 3:14-16.
Here’s a case where running a temperature would have 

been a good thing! Mark your own spiritual temperature 

on the thermometer to the right. Then below give an 

example—a real life “symptom”— to illustrate your 

response. Example:

  & Read Revelation 3:17-18.
The church people at Laodicea thought they were 

healthy, but they were actually in pretty bad shape. Jot 

down God’s “cures” for their three big problems (the first 

one is done for you). Then suggest a possible meaning or 

application for these symbolic words.

• They were poor. Cure: “Buy gold from me!”

Possible meaning/application:

• They were blind. Cure:

Possible meaning/application:

• They were naked. Cure:

Possible meaning/application:

  & Read Revelation 3:19-22.
 C According to verse 19, how does God respond to our 

complacency?

 C What must we do to remedy the situation?

 C If Jesus were knocking at your door right now, what 

message do you think He would have for you?

Revelation 3:14-22
wake up, good guys
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HOT: I’m really 
excited about my 
faith; I’d like to 
tell my friends 
more about it. 

WARM: My faith 
is important to 
me.

LUKEWARM: 
I’m getting a 
bit bored with 
spiritual things 

COOL: I know 
there’s a God, 
but I don’t 
feel like I 
need to have 
a relationship 
wiith Him.

COLD: I feel far 
from God 

➤➤

➤➤

➤➤

➤➤

➤➤

Revelation 3:14-22 
14“To the angel of the church in Laodicea 
write:
   These are the words of the Amen, 
the faithful and true witness, the ruler 
of God’s creation. 15I know your deeds, 
that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish 
you were either one or the other! 16So, 
because you are lukewarm—neither hot 
nor cold—I am about to spit you out 
of my mouth. 17You say, “I am rich; I 
have acquired wealth and do not need a 
thing.” But you do not realize that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 
18I counsel you to buy from me gold 
refined in the fire, so you can become 
rich; and white clothes to wear, so you 
can cover your shameful nakedness; and 
salve to put on your eyes, so you can 
see.
   19Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest and repent. 
20Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat 
with that person, and they with me.  
   21To the one who is victorious, I will 
give the right to sit with me on my 
throne, just as I was victorious and sat 
down with my Father on his throne. 
22Whoever has ears, let them hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.”
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»mon
Look up and read Revelation 
3:20. What if Christ were 
knocking at your kitchen 
door, and you knew He 
wanted to talk with you about 
weak areas of your spiritual 
life? Would you hesitate to 
answer? Not answer at all? 
Run to open the door? Why?

»tues
Revelation 3:14-16 
addresses well-off Christians 
who are lukewarm about their 
faith. Identify lukewarm areas 
in your life of faith. Ask God 
to help you be responsive 
as He “heats up” these 
lukewarm areas.

»wed
Many nonbelievers call 

churchgoers “hypocrites.” Do they have 
a good case against us? Pray for those 
who turn away from Christ because of 
poor examples set by Christians.

»thurs
Do the nonbelievers you know perceive 
you as approachable, welcoming, and 
warm, especially when it comes to 
discussing the Lord? Talk with God about 
how you can become more approachable.

»fri
Sharing a meal is a great way to spend 
time with a friend. Make plans to have 
a “feast” with a special guest—Jesus. 
Make it special by setting aside a chunk 
of tuna, er, time. Plan a menu of things 
to discuss with Him.

»sat
Plan another feast. Invite Jesus again. 
Also invite a friend who doesn’t know 
Him and “introduce” them.

“Here I am! I 
stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and 
eat with that person, 

and they with me.”
—Revelation 3:20

Born in 1913, Alabama 
native and close friend 
of Ralph Ellison, Albert 
Murray was an author, 
poet, and co-founder 
of Jazz at the Lincoln 
center. Well into his 
90s, he continued to 
write, living in New 
York City.

In the canon of American literature, 
scholarship from African Americans often 
begins with liberation or slave narratives. 
As a part of the Harlem Renaissance, 

Ralph Ellison, Albert Murray, Count Basie, and 
Duke Ellington, among others, grant us a 
glimpse into the brilliance of jazz-infused 
intellectualism and big band composition 
that continues today. Following, would 
be the writings and campaigns of Angela 
Davis, James Baldwin, and Stokely 
Carmichael. And today we have a wide 
range of perspectives represented in 
entrepreneurialism, hip-hop, spoken 
word poetry, civil rights, and other arts. But a 
perspective different from the black power movement 
and other views that were spearheaded by Albert 
Murray in the realm of Afrocentrism endures even now. 

Despite the ills that still plague American society, 
making life difficult for the poor and the middle class, 
Albert Murray focused on what African Americans 
can do and have done. He purposefully focused on 
the positive. In The Hero and the Blues, one of his 
most well-known works, he discusses a concept 
known as the “blues idiom,” which is “an attitude of 
affirmation in the face of difficulty, of improvisation in 
the face of challenge. It means you acknowledge that 
life is a low-down dirty shame yet confront that fact 
with perseverance, with humor, and, above all, with 
elegance.” 

These words should remind us to focus on the good, 
that all things are possible with God (Matthew 19:26). 
Remember the hope you have in Jesus Christ, the 
author and finisher of our faith—a faith that leaves us 
with unlimited possibilities and is only confined by the 
parameters of His will. And His will is for us to have a 
hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). 

Where there is racism and unequality, there is also 
brilliance and justice. We should be encouraged that 
this legacy laced with pain and anchored in struggle is 
built on Christ, in whom we have victory.

Albert Murray: the 
intellectual that focuses on 
possibility and brilliance

Stuff your English teacher 

WON’T TELL YOU.
BY SHANA MURPH
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Cliph’sNotes
Revelation

Theme 5
WORLDWIDE EFFECTS   

The whole world is affected 
by the judgments in the 
Book of Revelation—not just 
Christians or one particular 
country. 

Theme 6
GOD’S WRATH TO COME     

God has delayed the Second 
Coming so that as many 
people as possible will come 
to know Jesus and be saved 
(2 Peter 3:9). But there will 
come a point when no more 
second chances are given, 
and sin must finally be 
punished. At that point, no 
one will escape God’s wrath.

It was a job that Anybody could have done.

Somebody,Somebody,

anybody,anybody,

help!help!

In most churches, approximately 20% of the people do 80% of the work.

Please meet four members of St. Mark’s Church— 
Somebody, Nobody, Anybody, and Everybody.

The church was planning a Valentine’s Day party 
for the kids in the neighborhood, so the pastor 

asked Somebody to volunteer and help.
But Everybody thought that Somebody  

would do it.

It ended up that Nobody did the job that Anybody 
could have done because Everybody thought 

Somebody was going to do it.
When church ended, Nobody responded  

to the pastor’s call.
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Cliph’sNotes
Revelation

Theme 8
THE CALL TO 
REPENTANCE     

God calls upon sinners 
to turn to Him, to take 
responsibility for what they 
have done, and to change 
their minds and actions.
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Theme 7
WARS IN THE WORLD    

God’s wrath from heaven is 
matched by war on earth.
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KINGAN INVITATION 
   from the

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who 
have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without cost.” (Isa. 55:1)

Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was 
shed for me, and that Thou bid’st me come to Thee, O 
Lamb of God, I come, I come!

“The time has come,” [Jesus] said. “The kingdom of God has  
come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)   

Just as I am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark 
blot. To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb 
of God, I come, I come!

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest.” (Matt. 11:28)

Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, 
many a doubt, fightings within, and fears without, O 
Lamb of God, I come, I come!

Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
(Matt. 25:34b)

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, 
cleanse, relieve; because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of 
God, I come, I come!

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, 
and they with me.” (Rev. 3:20)
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It’s not very popular to talk about God’s judgment. Years 

ago, when preachers vividly described hell, people came to Christ because they 

didn’t want to go there. But eternity is also an experience of reward—for believers. 

Heaven, and better yet, God’s presence awaits those whose names are written in 

the Book of Life.
The day of judgment is also in another sense the day Christ receives His reward. 

Read these passages in Revelation that describe that fateful day for all people.

  & Read Revelation 11:15.
 C How much control over the world does Jesus have now? (See Heb. 2:9 

for help.) How will this change (if at all) when the kingdom of the world 

becomes the kingdom of Christ? 

  & Read Revelation 11:16-18.
 C What is prompting the elders to worship Christ?

 C The time has come for reward and punishment.

 C How would the prospect of receiving a heavenly reward motivate you to 

participate in building God’s kingdom?

 C Why does God’s final punishment seem so harsh to many people?

  & Read Revelation 19:11, 13, 15-16.
 C An unusual portrait of Christ is given in these verses. How is this 

description of Christ different from those given in the Gospels?

 C What does it mean to “rule . . . with an iron scepter”?

 C How much authority will Christ have as “King Of kings And Lord of lords”?

  & Read Revelation 20:11-15.
 C Whose names are in the Book of Life? How do those names get there?

 C Why is the lake of fire called the second death? What is the first death?

 C How does the existence of a lake of fire affect the way you think about non-

Christians?

 C What gives Jesus Christ the right to judge people like this?

selections from Revelation
od's final Judgment

12  
Bib

le 
Stu

dylesson 12  Bible Study

Revelation 11:15-18 
15The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and 
there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for 
ever and ever.”
16And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on 
their thrones before God, fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, 17saying: 
   “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the 
One who is and who was, because you have taken 
your great power and have begun to reign.  
   18The nations were angry, and your wrath has 
come. The time has come for judging the dead, 
and for rewarding your servants the prophets 
and your people who revere your name, both 
great and small— and for destroying those who 
destroy the earth.”

19:11, 13, 15-16 
11I saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful 
and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 
. . . 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and 
his name is the Word of God.. . . . 15Coming out of 
his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron 
scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his 
thigh he has this name written:: king of kings and 
lord of lords

20:11-15 
11Then I saw a great white throne and him who 
was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 
from his presence, and there was no place for 
them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is the 
book of life. The dead were judged according to 
what they had done as recorded in the books. 
13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and 
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 
them, and each person was judged according 
to what they had done. 14Then death and Hades 
were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire 
is the second death. 15Anyone whose name was 
not found written in the book of life was thrown 
into the lake of fire.
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He will judge 
the world in 

righteousness and 
the peoples in his 

faithfulness.
—Psalm 96:13b

Myth: (Reflected in a popular 

movie phrase) “I’ll see you in hell!”

Fact: Hell is described as a place 

of blackest darkness, where people 

will be able to see very little, much 

less each other (Matt. 8:12; 2 Pet. 

2:17; Jude 13).

Myth: Hell is a never-ending 

good time, a party place, where 

God is finally off your back.

Fact: Hell is a place of torment, 

where regret and remorse cause 

people to weep and grind their 

teeth (Matt. 13:42; Luke 16:19-31; 

Rev. 21:8).

Myth: God created hell to 

punish sinful people.

Fact: Hell was created for the 

devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41; 

2 Pet. 2:4).

Myth: Hell is a place of 

temporary punishment.

Fact: Punishment in hell is 

eternal, where “their worm 

does not die, and the fire is not 

quenched” (Mark 9:48; Matt. 

25:41).

The existence of hell is one of the 
most difficult Bible truths to accept.  
Because of this, many myths have 
developed to “soften” the harshness 
of its reality. Here are some of the 
more popular myths, and what the 
Scriptures have to say in response.

Hell is
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»fri
Read Revelation 19 again. If you trust 
Christ for your salvation, you’re on His 
side. He won’t reject you when you sin; 
He’ll forgive you when you confess! 
Thank Him for letting you join the victory.

»sat
Are you going to spend eternity with 
Christ? If yes, sing a song of praise 
like in Revelation 11:16-18. If not, 
receive Christ into your heart. Admit 
your sins to God, seek His forgiveness, 
and ask Him to save you. 

»mon
If you follow the news, it seems like the world is out of 
control. But the Bible promises us that in the end, God 
will have the final word. Take a moment to thank Him 
for His victory—even though the world seems to be in a 
mess.

»tues
One day, God will judge everyone, Christian and non-
Christian. However, when a believer stands before 
Him, He will look to the cross of Jesus Christ and say, 
“This person’s punishment has been met.” If you are a 
Christian, thank God today for what He did on your behalf.

»wed
God’s love for your friends compelled Him to send His 
Son to die for them. They need only to receive Him. Write 
down the name of one person who needs Christ, and 
pray for that person today. 

»thurs
You might not be able to walk into the office of the 
president of your country, but you have direct access 
to the King who is over all kings—Jesus Christ. Take 
advantage of that privilege today, and spend some time 
in His presence.

no Party



blueprint    59    

R
E

V
E

L
AT

IO
N

  3
:2

1
          REVELATION  7:13-17      R

E
V

E
L

ATIO
N

  21
:6

-7

R
E

V
E

L
AT

IO
N

 5
:6

   
6

:1

REVELATION  7:17    22:1-3 J
O

H
N

  1
:29

Cliph’sNotes
Revelation

Theme 9

SALVATION COMES 
FROM THE LAMB 

This is John’s favorite title 
for Jesus. Christ is called 
the “Lamb” 28 times in 
Revelation. Just as lambs 
were sacrificed for sins in 
the Old Testament, so Christ 
is the perfect permanent 
sacrifice for sin.

Theme 10
OVERCOMERS 
VICTORIOUS    

Whether Christians go 
through the terrible 
tribulation or are kept from 
the time of tribulation (see 
Revelation 3:10), God will 
help them overcome trials to 
join Him in heaven.

no Party

i earn minimum wage at McDonald’s, while 
other kids make big money selling drugs. I 
study all night for the history exam only to 
get a B-, while other kids cheat and get an A. 
I honor my mother and father, and all I get 

are hand-me-downs. Some kids treat their parents like 
dirt and get everything they want.

I thought God rewarded the obedient, and 
punished the wicked. Come on, God, when are You 
going to punish the murderers, abusers, etc?

If you’ve ever had similar feelings, you’re in good 
company. Take the prophet Habakkuk, for example. 
He watched helplessly as his country (Judah) fell 
further and further away from God. Everywhere he 
looked, he saw violence, bloodshed, and bribery. 
But there was no question in Habakkuk’s mind that 
God would put an end to the evildoers. The God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was just and righteous. He 
hated sin, and He punished it. It was only a matter 
of time, Habakkuk figured, before “lightning would 
strike.”

So Habakkuk waited . . . and waited . . . and 
waited. But nothing happened. His certainty about 
God’s justice turned to frustration and even anger. 
Finally, he complained to God. “Don’t You see what’s 
going on?” the prophet told God (in so many words). 
“Aren’t You going to do something?”

Then there was another man of God—Asaph was 
his name—who had just about given up on believing 
in the justice of God.

Asaph was a godly man who was the author of 
many of the psalms in our Bible. In Psalm 73, he gives 
an honest account of how he almost gave up his faith 
in a just God.

Like Habakkuk, Asaph saw that wicked and evil 
people do quite well in life. In fact they seemed to be 
doing a lot better than those who were trying to live 
honest and righteous lives (Psalm 73:12).

Asaph was envious of their “success.” Then, as 
now, many people took shortcuts to acquire wealth, 
fame, and power. Though the success of such people 
is achieved through illegal and immoral means, it is 
tempting to envy them.

0KAY. SO THE GOOD GUYS DON’T ALWAYS WIN, BUT 
KNOW THIS. GOD IS ON YOUR SIDE.

if not now…
when? After seeing all of this, Asaph 

began to have doubts about the 
usefulness of even trying to live 
a godly life. If nobody’s keeping 
score, why bother? he reasoned. 
Just when Asaph was about to join 
the ranks of those he envied, he 
went into the sanctuary. There, a 
remarkable thing happened. Asaph 
gained a new understanding of 
God’s justice.

When Habakkuk and Asaph saw 
so much injustice, they began to 
think that maybe God didn’t know 
what was going on or didn’t care. If 
He knew and cared, obviously He 
would act. God’s point of view is 
much different.

We expect God to respond to 
injustice in a time frame that seems 
right to us. God, on the other 
hand, chooses to wait. The interval 
between sin and God’s judgment of 
it is a phenomenon of God’s grace. 
It is the opportunity God gives to 
disobedient people to repent and 
turn back to Him. God is righteous 
and merciful. His desire is that not 
one person would perish because of 
his or her disobedience, but that all 
people everywhere would repent  
(2 Pet. 3:9).

God is keeping score. In the 
sanctuary, Asaph thought about 
the final end of being disobedient 
to God. The “success” of the 
unrighteous is temporary. To take 
God lightly is to invite His ultimate 
judgment—even though it might 
not come in this life. 

It takes a lot of patience to realize 
that God will not judge every 
evil deed and injustice the day it 
occurs. Even so, God is just. As 
Tolstoy has written, “Though the 
wheel of God grinds slow, it grinds 
exceedingly sure.” One day, God 
will make everything right.
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Most of Revelation’s 22 chapters describe the 

conflict between good and evil, God and Satan. But in chapters 21 and 22, the conflict 

is over. Satan has been put out of action (20:10) and a new heaven and new earth 

appear. 
Just as Christ’s second coming was predicted (Matt. 24:27, 44), so is the creation of 

the new heaven and new earth. Isaiah 65:17 reads, “Behold, I will create new heavens 

and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to 

mind.”
Second Peter 3:10b and 13 state, “The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire. . . . But in keeping with his promise we are looking 

forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.”

The old heaven and earth are gone, along with wars, famines, beasts, and dragons. 

Even the sea has vanished. Wait a second. What was wrong with the sea?

The sea represents violence, separation, mystery, and unrest. It was the home of 

the beast in Revelation 13:1-4. Symbolically, there is no room for the sea in the new 

universe.
Not only has the sea vanished, but there’s also no temple. “I did not see a temple 

in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple” (Rev. 21:22). 

This fulfills several biblical promises. God promised Israel in Leviticus 26:12, “I will 

walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people.” And the hope of 1 John 

3:2 is realized: “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 

yet been made known.” The earthly temple had symbolized the presence of God. But 

since His presence fills the new heaven and earth, there’s no need for a building.

To believers of all ages, Revelation brings hope.

  &  If God is dwelling with us now (in the hearts of Christians), how will His dwelling 

with us in heaven be any different?

  &  These verses say there will be no more pain in heaven. What kind of suffering will 

you be happiest to see eliminated?

  &  Given the choice between living in a place as beautiful as heaven and spending 

eternity in hell, why do some people still choose to reject Christ?

selections from Revelation
the new heaven and earth

13  
Bib

le 
Stu

dylesson 13  Bible Study

Revelation 21:1-4 
1Then I saw “a new heaven and a new 
earth,” for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was 
no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be 
their God. 4‘He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death’ 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.”

Revelation 22:1-5 
1Then the angel showed me the river 
of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb 2down the middle of the 
great street of the city. On each side of 
the river stood the tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 
every month. And the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3No longer will there be any curse. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in the city, and his servants will serve 
him. 4They will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. 5There 
will be no more night. They will not 
need the light of a lamp or the light 
of the sun, for the Lord God will give 
them light. And they will reign for ever 
and ever.

Revelation 22:20-21 
20He who testifies to these things says, 
“Yes, I am coming soon.”
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
God’s people. Amen.
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»mon
Just before Jesus said the words of John 14:2-3, Peter 
wanted to follow Jesus to heaven right then. But Peter’s 
time had not yet come; he had much work to do. Ask 
God for patience as you anticipate heaven.

»tues
Jesus said that He was going to prepare or “build“ a 
place for us. According to 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, we also 
use building materials. Ask God to help you choose the 
“gold, silver, [and] costly stones” to build upon Christ.

»wed
What are you most looking forward to in heaven? Praise 
God that your future with Jesus is great.

»thurs
Waiting for Jesus is especially hard for those who must 
wait for Him alone. Pray for those who are alone and for 
the opportunity to touch the lonely around you.

fri
Jesus is preparing a place in heaven 
for you. Are you preparing your heart 
for Him? Ask God for the enthusiasm 
to prepare for Him as you await His 
return.

»sat
Jesus’ light shines now, to guide you 
and keep you warm. What you see now 
is just a porch light showing you the 
way home. Thank God for the light that 
keeps you safe on the way.

Myth: Heaven is a 

predictable, boring place. 

Fact: Heaven is a place 

of awe and wonder; it is 

entirely unpredictable 

because people will see 

and experience things 

there previously unknown 

to humanity.(1 Cor. 2:9; 2 

Cor. 12:1-4; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 

22:1-4)

Myth: There has always 

been peace in heaven. 

Fact: At one time there 

was war in heaven, between 

Michael and Satan, and 

their respective angels. (Rev. 

12:7-17)

Myth: Heaven is a place 

where we rest all the time; 

there will be no work. 

Fact: Heaven is a place 

to rest, but we will also be 

given a citizenship with 

governing responsibilities. 

(Luke 19:12-27; Phil. 3:20)

Myth: You keep your 

earthly spouse in heaven.

Fact: There is no marriage 

in heaven. (Matt. 22:30)

Myth: Only our spirits will 

reside in heaven.
Fact: Heaven will be filled 

with resurrected believers 

who have received their 

glorified bodies. (Rom. 6:5; 

1 Cor. 15:42; 2 Cor. 5:1-4)

Myth: Heaven is a fantasy 

paradise.
Fact: Heaven is no fantasy; 

it is a beautiful place.  The 

streets are lined with gold, 

and the walls made up of 

costly jewels. Heaven is 

a physically spectacular 

place. (Rev. 21:15-21)

Myth: Everyone gets the 

same reward in heaven.

Fact: There are various 

degrees of reward in 

heaven, depending upon 

the quality of each person’s 

work for God. Heaven’s 

greatest reward is the 

presence of Jesus Christ. 

(Gen. 15:1; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 

Heb. 11:35; Matt. 5:19)

Head-in-the-Clouds Myths

about Heaven
Fanciful thinking Fanciful thinking 
has led to a lot of has led to a lot of 
false ideas about false ideas about 
heaven. Here are heaven. Here are 
a few popular a few popular 
misconceptions misconceptions 
about heaven, about heaven, 
and what the and what the 
Scriptures really Scriptures really 
say about the say about the 
Christian’s final Christian’s final 
home.home.
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I am going there  
to prepare a place for 

you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for 

you, I will come back 
and take you to be 

with me that you also 
may be where I am.

—John 14:2b-3
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a peaceful place

you’re about 
to picture a place where you would feel 
completely secure—a “safe place.” To 
do this, you’re going to use all of your 
senses.

imagine yourself 
in such a place.

if you are a 
Christian, then 
heaven will be a place of ultimate 
security for you, a place where 
you will be completely safe.

But even as beautiful as 
heaven will be, your sense 
of security won’t come from 
your surroundings, but from 
the presence of the One who 
redeemed you.

Write a prayer of thanks to God 
for your hope of a future home 
with Jesus.
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