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Listen to God’s Wisdom
A Present-Day Illustration

Turell began gathering up his empty food containers from the 
table.

“Aw man, don’t go just yet,” said his basketball team-
mate, LaRon. “Why don’t you kick it with us for just a little while 
longer?”

Turell had come to the student center on his college campus to 
grab a late dinner from the pizza station. LaRon and a few other 
young men were doing the same thing. Turell did not know all of 
the people. The group settled in, talked, and laughed for close to 
two hours. 

As the conversation became more raucous and the hour grew 
later, Turell purposed to head back to his dorm room.

“I have got to get some rest before getting to church in the morn-
ing,” Turell said.

“Are you serious?” asked one person whom Turell did not know. 
“Who goes to church if their parents don’t make them?”

“I do,” said Turell. “My parents raised me in church, but I still go 
because I want to.”

“So, you’re a church boy,” the person added, smiling. 
“I’m God’s man,” said Turell. “Following God was the wisest 

decision I’ve made yet.”
“No, I hear you, man,” said LaRon. “What time does your church 

start? I think I’d like to go with you.”
“Eleven a.m.,” said Turell. “It’s a wise person who knows to seek 

the Lord.”
“Cool,” LaRon said, as he rose from the table with Turell.

1. Why is wisdom important to have in our lives?

2. What are the differences between having wisdom and hav-
ing knowledge?

3. What is God’s role in our search for wisdom?

LESSON FOCUS: Wisdom begins with seeking the Lord.
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The Purpose of Proverbs
Proverbs 1:1-4, KJV
1 The proverbs of Solomon 

the son of David, king of 
Israel;
2 To know wisdom and 

instruction; to perceive the 
words of understanding;
3 To receive the instruction 

of wisdom, justice, and judg-
ment, and equity;
4 To give subtilty to the 

simple, to the young man 
knowledge and discretion.

The Book of Proverbs is a collection of moral truths on a 
wide range of subjects presented in poetic form. It sets forth 
the philosophy of practical life from a godly perspective. Its 
main objective is to teach people how to apply divine wisdom 
to daily life and to do what meets with the Lord’s approval. 
Proverbs often talks about life as if there were a number of 
paths that lie ahead of us. The decisions that we make along  
the way will determine the successive paths that our lives will 
take. That’s why the book encourages us to begin on the wise 
path and then to continue choosing wisdom along the way.

Proverbs 1:2-4 lists several purposes for this collection of 
parablelike, short statements (the basic meaning of the Hebrew 
noun rendered “proverbs” in vs. 1). For instance, attentive 
learners would find “wisdom” (vs. 2), put it into practice, and 
understand insightful counsel. Furthermore, students were told 
to acquire moral “instruction” (vs. 3). Solomon meant far more 
than the mere accumulation of dry facts. The king wanted his 
pupils to wholeheartedly accept his guidance and put it into 
practice. That included treating others in an upright, evenhand-
ed, and fair manner. Verse 4 spotlights two kinds of individuals 
who would mature from the teachings found in Proverbs. The 
“simple” refers to those who are gullible and easily seduced. 

Proverbs 1:1-4, NIV
 1The proverbs of Solomon son of 

David, king of Israel:
2for gaining wisdom and instruction;
 for understanding words of insight;
3for receiving instruction in prudent  

  behavior,
 doing what is right and just and   

  fair;
4for giving prudence to those who are  

  simple,
 knowledge and discretion to the   

  young.
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They are most in need of discretion and prudence. The “young” 
are boys and girls from the age of infancy through adolescence 
who are inexperienced. They would benefit from knowing how 
to formulate and implement sensible plans that were upright, 
not wicked. 

The fundamental difference between the wisdom sayings of 
the Old Testament and those of other cultures is that the “wis-
dom” in the Bible was always understood by Israel to be a gift 
given by God. It is divine guidance for a life lived in obedience 
to the Creator. This is much more than mere human cleverness 
and craftiness.

4. Who is the principal human author of Proverbs?

5. What can be obtained by studying Proverbs?

6. What benefit does Proverbs have for young people?

The Contrast between Wisdom and Folly
Proverbs 1:7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33, KJV
7 The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of knowledge: but 
fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.
8 My son, hear the instruction 

of thy father, and forsake not 
the law of thy mother: . . .
10 My son, if sinners entice 

thee, consent thou not. . . .
20 Wisdom crieth without; 

she uttereth her voice in the 
streets:
21 She crieth in the chief place 

of concourse, in the openings 
of the gates: in the city she 
uttereth her words, saying,
22 How long, ye simple ones, 

will ye love simplicity? and 

Proverbs 1:7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33, NIV
7The fear of the Lord is the   

  beginning of knowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and   

  instruction.
8Listen, my son, to your father’s  

   instruction
 and do not forsake your mother’s   

  teaching. 
10My son, if sinful men entice you,
  do not give in to them.
20Out in the open wisdom calls   

  aloud,
she raises her voice in the public   

  square;
21on top of the wall she cries out,
 at the city gate she makes her   

  speech:
22“How long will you who are  
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the scorners delight in 
their scorning, and fools 
hate knowledge? . . .
32 For the turning away 

of the simple shall slay 
them, and the prosper-
ity of fools shall destroy 
them.
33 But whoso hearkeneth 

unto me shall dwell 
safely, and shall be quiet 
from fear of evil.

From a biblical perspective, the starting point for genuine 
“knowledge” (Prov. 1:7) is the “fear of the Lord.” This does not 
mean terror of God. It instead emphasizes reverence and awe 
for God, especially since, as our Creator, He is to be unreserv-
edly worshiped and served. Those who approach God with 
a faith-filled, obedient disposition find Him to be their “sure 
foundation” (Isa. 33:6).

Along with Proverbs 1:4, the Hebrew noun translated 
“knowledge” in verse 7 refers to discernment that is character-
ized by sensible reasoning and right choices. They understand 
“wisdom” and follow “instruction.” However, “fools” regard 
such matters with contempt, to their eventual ruin. They do 
not just make stupid decisions. They are people who lack good 
judgment, regardless of how intelligent they might seem to be.

Solomon wanted his “son” (vs. 8) to be discerning in his life 
choices. Most likely, Solomon had in mind more than just his 
biological son. In his day, it was customary for teachers to refer 
to their pupils as their sons and daughters. Solomon told his 
students to heed his “instruction” (vs. 8) and to remain devoted 
to the “law” (KJV), which means more than just following com-
mands—it’s understanding how to live in a godly way.

Proverbs presents two stark options for living your life—
either the way of godliness or the path of wickedness. This 
is seen in verse 10, where Solomon directed his children 
not to give in when “sinners” (KJV) tried to delude them to 

  simple love your simple ways?  
How long will mockers delight in    
 mockery
and fools hate knowledge?
32For the waywardness of the simple   

 will kill them,
 and the complacency of fools will   

 destroy them;
33but whoever listens to me will live   

 in safety
and be at ease, without fear of    

 harm.”

KJV NIV
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participate in evil activity. While the lifestyle of evildoers might 
seem appealing to the young, personal ruin is the ultimate out-
come criminals experience (vss. 11-19).

In verse 20, “wisdom” is personified as a woman who calls 
everyone to follow her instruction. This idealized figure spoke 
with divine authority (vss. 20-33) and played a role in Creation 
(chap. 8). Who exactly this woman is has been highly debated, 
but most likely, Solomon meant her to be an extension of God’s 
characteristics. Similarly, her opposites—Woman Folly, Woman 
Stranger, and the Adulteress—represent every form of evil 
opposed by God. Lady Wisdom was likely modeled after the 
real roles of teacher, counselor, and household planner that 
Israelite women played in their homes and societies.

Solomon pictured Lady Wisdom as venturing out in the 
“public square” (vs. 20, NIV), standing on noisy street corners, 
and positioning herself at the entrance to the “city” (vs. 21). She 
was especially concerned for three different types of individu-
als: those lacking common sense (the “simple”), those who ridi-
culed the wise (the “mockers”), and those who were insolent 
when confronted with divine truth (the “fools”).

Wisdom wanted everyone who entered the city, passed 
through the marketplace, and exited from the city to hear and 
heed her call to repentance (vs. 23). But it seems there were 
many individuals who ignored or dismissed her pleas. She 
declared that death will visit those who are idiotic enough to 
turn away from her wise teachings. Similarly, those who are 
unconcerned about following the godly instruction found in 
Scripture will be ruined. But those who listen to the wisdom 
recorded in Proverbs will find a place of refuge. Instead of con-
stantly experiencing the dread and uncertainty, they will rest 
safely and securely (see Ps. 4:8; 16:8-9; 25:12-13).

7. What view do “fools” (Prov. 1:7) have of the divine 
“wisdom”?

8. How should believers respond to sinful enticements?

9. What incentive do God’s children have to heed wisdom’s 
summons?
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Praying Daily for Wisdom
What do you do when you are overwhelmed with leader-

ship responsibilities? When I was a principal, my teachers 
prayed daily for God to give me wisdom. Sadly, I took for 
granted their genuine and consistent prayers. God heard their 
daily prayer and enabled me to successfully lead a growing 
school for over 11 years. God’s wisdom gave me the discern-
ment to know what to do when there were conflicts between 
staff or when a disturbed parent entered my office and needed 
comforting. Students often needed to be lifted up after hearing 
negative remarks, and knowing the right words to use resulted 
from that simple daily prayer. 

A few years after retiring as principal, I found myself back 
in the classroom, teaching in the second worst middle school in 
Los Angeles. I needed wisdom every day to face students who 
continually cursed me out, who were on drugs, or who had dis-
abilities that weren’t being properly addressed. Sadly, I had no 
group of teachers praying for me daily. I learned quickly that 
I needed to pray for wisdom for myself each day as I drove to 
work. I would turn off the radio and pray aloud for God to give 
me wisdom to handle specific students and colleagues. 

James 1:5 states, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to you.” No matter what your position is or what 
you do daily, you need God’s wisdom. Whether life is calm or 
stormy, there are always situations that require His wisdom. I 
have learned to start each day praying for God’s wisdom for 
whatever life brings my way. 

May we not wait for a crisis before praying for wisdom. Let 
us ask for it in prayer since true wisdom only comes from God. 

10. Has anyone ever prayed for God to give you wisdom? 
If so, what happened?

11. Why is it necessary to pray to God for wisdom?

12. When you pray for God to give you wisdom in the 
midst of a storm, do you believe He will answer your prayer? 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of June 8 through June 14

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Galatians 6:1-10—Work for the Good of All.
Tues. Romans 15:1-6—Live Together in Harmony.
Wed. 2 John 4-11—Wisdom Is Walking Together in Love.
Thurs. Genesis 39:6-20—Joseph Resists Temptation.
Fri. Proverbs 2:12-19—Wisdom Saves from Temptation.
Sat. Proverbs 2:20-22; 4:24-27—Walk on Just and Good Paths.
Sun. Proverbs 2:1-11—Following Godly Wisdom Pays.

Choose God’s Wisdom
Social media, television ads, and people around us daily tell 

us how to make “wise” choices—for example, how to have a 
healthy body, or have good relationships, or have the latest 
product that will keep us safe or make us happier.

In Proverbs, wisdom tells us to choose her. To do that, we 
first develop a fear for God. This fear is more “reverence” for 
God, but it also reminds us to fear the consequences of not 
choosing His wisdom. Choosing God’s wisdom begins by 
choosing to know Him personally by following Jesus Christ as 
your Lord and Savior, then developing a relationship with Him 
as you read and obey His Word. Then, if you choose to seek 
Him for it, He will daily give you wisdom.  

 � Take time now to write out a decision you are facing right now 
and then how you will seek God’s wisdom over others’ advice on 
what to do. 

KEY VERSE
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction. —Proverbs 1:7, KJV

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction. —Proverbs 1:7, NIV


