
Jesus’ helpers liked 
to hear stories. One 
day Jesus told this story 
to teach them how to 
forgive.

Once there was a 
king who let his helper 
borrow lots of money. 
When it was time to pay 
the money back, the 
helper couldn’t pay.

The helper said, “I 
don’t have the money. 
Can I pay you later?”

The king was so kind 
that he said, “You don’t 
have to pay me back. 
I forgive you for not 
being able to pay back 
my money.”

Soon the helper 
remembered that he 
had let a friend borrow 
a little bit of money. 
So the helper said to 
his friend, “I need my 
money back. You must 
pay me now.”

The friend said, “I 
don’t have the money. 
Can I pay you later?”

The helper wasn’t 
kind like the king. He 
said, “Pay me now.”

Then the king said to 
his helper, “I forgave 
you. You should have 
been forgiving too.” 
Jesus wants us to forgive 
like the king.

Jesus Teaches 
How to Forgive
This story is based on Matthew 18:21-35.

Lesson 11



Showing Forgiveness
Bible Truth: Jesus teaches us to forgive.

Family Time Take the Bible story a step further by 
relating the story to your child’s present-day life. Share 
the Bible story with all the members of your family and 
play a game called “Remember the forgiving king.” When 
someone in the family is angry with someone else, challenge 
that family member to find something kind to do for the 
person with whom he or she is angry, saying, “Remember 
the forgiving king.” Then everyone will learn how to show 
forgiveness. Say the memory verse together.

Bible Memory Verse
Always strive to do what is good for 

each other. 1 Thessalonians 5:15
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Anthony and Tiana were 
having fun at the church 
picnic. 

They were playing hide-
and-go-seek. “Don’t peek 
when you count,” said 
Tiana.

“I’m not peeking,” 
Anthony said.

“Yes, you are. I can see 
you. And when you come 
looking for me you know 
where I am!” Tiana yelled.

“I don’t want to play with 
you anymore!” Anthony 
yelled back.

The dads cooking 
on the grill heard the 
yelling.”What’s going on?” 
they said.

Tiana told them Anthony 
was peeking while they were 
playing hide-and-go-seek. 
Anthony told them Tiana 
was yelling at him.

The dads asked, “Were 
you peeking, Anthony?”

“Yes, I was,” Anthony said.
“Tiana, were you yelling?” 

the dads asked.
“Yes, I was,” Tiana said.
“Well, you both need to 

forgive each other.”
“I’m sorry,” the children 

said at the same time. They 
forgave each other.

“I’m thirsty. Tiana, would 
you like some lemonade?” 
Anthony asked.

“Yes, please.” Tiana said.


