
Lesson 13

This Week’s Bible Memory Verse:
Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority.  Hebrews 13:17

Paul’s Letter to 
the Church
Bible Story from Ephesians 4:11-16

Paul was a missionary. He traveled 
many places to start churches. 
Later in his life, he was put in prison 
because he was a missionary. While 
he was a prisoner, he wrote letters 
to the people in the churches. He 
wanted to teach them about God’s 
promises. He also wanted to cheer 
them up. Paul’s letters are now a 
part of the New Testament.

 Paul wrote to the believers in the 
church of Ephesus (EF-uh-sus).
 Paul told them that they should 
try to work together. Everyone 
needs to get along in the church.
 Paul explained to the believers 
that Jesus has given people 
different talents so they can be 
leaders in the church. Some people 
are apostles; others are evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers.
 These leaders help believers 
grow stronger. We can become 
what Jesus wants us to be. No one 
will be able to trick us with wrong 
ideas.

God wants 
us to put 
Him first. 
He wants 
us to work 
together. He 
wants us to 
help each 
other.



What I learned in God’s Word this week:  Christian leaders help us grow closer to Jesus.

A PasTor’s Job
“I don’t want you to just  

know facts about Jesus. I want  

you to know Him personally.”

Amy began to wonder if she really knew 

Jesus. She knew a lot about Him. She 

wasn’t sure she really knew how to know 

Jesus. Sometimes she wasn’t sure she 

believed.

After Sunday school, Amy slipped out to 

catch up with Pastor Hill. “Can I ask you a 

question? What if . . . someone isn’t sure 

she knows Jesus?”

Pastor Hill stopped. “Is that someone 

you, Amy?”

Amy hung her head. “Yes.”

“It’s okay to admit that, Amy. I don’t 

always know all the answers. It’s okay if you 

don’t either. If you have questions, don’t be 

afraid to come to me or to your teacher. 

Let’s go look at some Bible verses to 

help you understand more about knowing 

Jesus.”

Talk-a-Bit
 � How did the pastor help Amy?
 � How do the leaders of your church 
help you know Jesus?

And that’s what happened in last week’s 

story,” Amy said.

As usual, Amy was the one who 

remembered everything that happened. 

She was always the first one in Mrs. 

Taylor’s class to raise her hand. Some of 

the other kids—Matt, Chris, and Tina—

rolled their eyes when she spoke. 

“Today, we have a special guest 

coming,” Mrs. Taylor announced. “He’s 

going to talk about his job.”

Pastor Hill poked his head in the door. 

“Are you ready for me?” he asked.

Mrs. Taylor waved him in.

Pastor Hill took a seat. “How many of 

you know what my job is?” he asked.

Amy raised her hand. “Your job is to 

preach,” she answered.

“That’s part of my job. Anyone know 

another part of it?”

Matt raised his hand, but Amy spoke up 

first. “To lead the church?” she asked.

“My job is to help you learn about 

Jesus. If you have questions, my job is to 

help you find answers if I can. That’s what 

your teacher does too.”

“I thought that was Amy’s job. She acts 

like she knows everything,” Matt whispered. 

Amy heard him and felt embarrassed.

Pastor Hill continued.  
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Fancy Letter Verse
 � Write a letter to your family  

using the memory verse. You  
could find directions for fancy writing 
at the library or online. You might 
also like to make the letter look old 
by staining it with tea or coffee. Place 
your family letter in a prominent place. 

Have confidence in your leaders 
and submit to their authority. 

Hebrews 13:17

Lesson Focus:  
Christian leaders help us 
grow closer to Jesus.

Guess Who Leaders
 � Together identify the leaders in your 

church. Take time to talk about what each 
of them does and how they help others 
grow closer to Jesus. Then play a guessing 
game. Say, “I’m thinking of someone who 
. . .” and then briefly describe what that 
leader does in your church.

Your church leaders spend a lot of time caring for the members 
of your church. As a family, pick one way you can thank them this week. 
Don’t forget to pray for your church leaders as well. That’s the best “thank-
you” that you could give.

Homemade Thank-You - Bake some homemade food. Wrap 
the food in a special container and add a thank-you tag.

World’s Largest Thank-You Card – Make an extra large 
card using poster board. Have each member of your family write a thank-
you note on the card. Let other church families sign the card too.

Mystery Dinner – Arrange to provide dinner one night for a 
church leader. Then surprise them with pizza and sodas or another 
deliverable dinner.

Prayer-a-Day – With other families from your church, arrange days 
to take turns praying for your church leaders. At the end of 
your day, send the church leader an email or a text that 
says, “The _________ family prayed for you today.”

Church Leader Appreciation


