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LESSON FOCUS: Choose your pursuit: God’s wisdom or the world’s desires.

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts
A Present-Day Illustration

It all boils down to what we choose to pursue to satisfy our 
soul. It’s true that there’s a great cavity inside us that yearns 
to be filled. Many try to fill it by pursuing worldly desires, 

few try to fill it with godly wisdom.
Jessica tried to fill her inner longing with popularity. She 

thought she’d be better liked if she was noticed to have a lot of 
nice stuff—like clothes, jewelry, and a top-model car. But none 
of that did anything to satisfy her soul. And all she actually 
achieved was a crushing debt and many shallow friendships.

Bill tried to fill his inner longing with escape mechanisms 
that would ease his troubled reality. He would overeat when he 
was bored; drink too much when he was frustrated; and view 
pornography when he was stressed out. But none of that did 
anything to satisfy his soul. All he actually achieved was an 
increasing sense of apathy and inner shame.

Dori tried to fill her inner longing by pursuing a relationship 
with the Lord. Her daily devotions included Bible reading and 
prayer. She did everything within her power to apply God’s 
principles in her life. And though she wasn’t perfect and didn’t 
always feel happy, she had an inner assurance that her life had 
a meaningful purpose—and that her soul was deeply satisfied.

For each of them, it depended on what they chose to pursue. 
Even when we do succeed in obtaining our worldly desires, we 
realize that we’ve only attained something temporary. Only our 
eternal God can satisfy the soul—forever.

1. What worldly desires have you pursued, or have been 
tempted to pursue? 

2. What results do we get when we pursue worldly desires?

3. What are some specific things we can do, or pursue, to 
lead us God’s wisdom?
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Wisdom’s Counsel
Proverbs 8:8-14, KJV
8 All the words of my mouth 

are in righteousness; there is 
nothing froward or perverse 
in them.
9 They are all plain to him 

that understandeth, and right 
to them that find knowledge.
10 Receive my instruction, 

and not silver; and 
knowledge rather than choice 
gold.
11 For wisdom is better than 

rubies; and all the things that 
may be desired are not to be 
compared to it.
12 I wisdom dwell with 

prudence, and find out 
knowledge of witty 
inventions.
13 The fear of the Lord 

is to hate evil: pride, and 
arrogancy, and the evil way, 
and the froward mouth, do I 
hate.
14 Counsel is mine, and 

sound wisdom: I am 
understanding; I have 
strength.

In verse 8, wisdom asserts that all of her words are just; 
none of them is crooked or perverse. Because true wisdom is 
aligned with God’s will, and because there is nothing “crooked 
or perverse” in God’s wisdom, His words can be readily 
understood by those who take them to heart and obey them. 
“To the discerning all of them are right; they are upright to 

Proverbs 8:8-14, NIV
8“All the words of my mouth are just; 

 none of them is crooked or 
perverse. 
9To the discerning all of them are   
  right; 
 they are upright to those who have  
  found knowledge. 
10Choose my instruction instead of  
  silver, 
  knowledge rather than choice gold, 
11for wisdom is more precious than   
  rubies, 
and nothing you desire can compare  
  with her. 
12“I, wisdom, dwell together with  
  prudence; 
 I possess knowledge and 
discretion. 
13To fear the Lord is to hate evil; 
 I hate pride and arrogance, 
 evil behavior and perverse speech. 
14Counsel and sound judgment are   
  mine; 
I have insight, I have power.”
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those who have found knowledge” (vs. 9). Those who desire 
to know wisdom, rather than to twist God’s words to suit their 
own needs, will have wisdom.

Wisdom then calls upon the reader to choose her instruction 
and knowledge, which is more valuable than silver, “choice 
gold,” and rubies (vss. 10-11). Again, there is an act of the will 
involved: choosing instruction means choosing to be instructed. 
Wisdom does not happen by accident, nor by choosing to go 
our own way. Solomon assured his son(s) that “nothing you 
desire can compare with her” (vs. 11)—which he had proven in 
his own life, when he had asked God for wisdom rather than 
riches (1 Kings 3:5-13).

In verse 12, wisdom declares that she “dwell[s] together with 
prudence”—the ability to put common sense into action. The 
Hebrew term for “prudence” is occasionally used in the Old 
Testament to describe a wicked person’s clever ways. In these 
passages, the term is usually translated “craftiness.” The word 
is used to describe the shrewdness of the snake in the garden 
of Eden and the destructive plans of the conspirator (see Gen. 
3:1; Ps. 83:3). Of course, Solomon was presenting the godly side 
of prudence. In Proverbs, the term conveys the idea of practic-
ing good judgment and making decisions that honor God. For 
example, Solomon displayed prudent behavior when he saw 
through Adonijah’s scheme to steal the throne of Israel from 
him (see 1 Kings 2:22-23).

The King James and NIV vary considerably in translating the 
latter half of verse 12. Regardless of the wording, however, the 
passage assures us that God’s wisdom includes the ability to 
discern right from wrong, and the discretion to choose the right 
way.

Wisdom therefore affirms, “To fear the Lord is to hate evil” 
(vs. 13). Evil and reverence for God cannot coexist; only one 
can be pursued at any time. There is no room for “pride and 
arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech” before God. To 
hate evil is to love God’s goodness. The Lord will not entrust 
us with wisdom until we have proven ourselves capable of 
handling it—but will amply provide His wisdom to us as we 
have need of it: “Counsel and sound judgment are mine; I have 
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insight, I have power” (vs. 14). 

4. What did Solomon say about wisdom’s words, in verses 
8-9? What did this suggest about those who heard them?

5. What did Solomon favorably compare wisdom to, in 
verses 10-11? Where do you see evidence of this in Solomon’s 
own life? 

6. In verse 13, what did Solomon say fearing the Lord 
entails?

Wisdom’s Benefits
Proverbs 8:17-21, KJV
17 I love them that love me; and 

those that seek me early shall 
find me.
18 Riches and honour are with 

me; yea, durable riches and 
righteousness.
19 My fruit is better than gold, 

yea, than fine gold; and my 
revenue than choice silver.
20 I lead in the way of 

righteousness, in the midst of the 
paths of judgment:
21 That I may cause those that 

love me to inherit substance; and 
I will fill their treasures.

Wisdom continues her appeal to the reader in verse 17: “I 
love those who love me, and those who seek me find me.” 
The King James adds “early” after “those [who] seek me.” The 
implication is obvious: The sooner and more eagerly one seeks 
wisdom, the better it will be for that person. Hundreds of years 
later, Solomon’s words would later be echoed by Jesus in John 
14:21 and 23, concerning Himself.

The earthly benefits of seeking God’s wisdom are stated 
more clearly in verse 18: “With me are riches and honor, 

Proverbs 8:17-21, NIV
17 “I love those who love me, 

  and those who seek me find me. 
18 With me are riches and honor, 
  enduring wealth and prosperity. 
19 My fruit is better than fine  
  gold; 
  what I yield surpasses choice  
  silver. 
20 I walk in the way of  
  righteousness, 
  along the paths of justice, 
21 bestowing a rich inheritance on  
  those who love me 
  and making their treasuries  
  full.”
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enduring wealth and prosperity.” But again, as seen in 
Solomon’s own life, wisdom must be chosen first. Wealth and 
honor are not the priority; however, God will entrust them to 
the person who can wisely handle them. In addition, Solomon 
spoke here of “enduring wealth and prosperity,” suggesting 
not only material gain but the wealth of all God’s riches. These 
riches include His righteousness, grace, faith, and love—riches 
that will last long after we have left this earth.

As he did in verses 10-11 above, Solomon compared wisdom 
favorably to gold and silver in verse 19. Note that this time the 
comparison is not only to wisdom itself, but to the fruit wisdom 
yields—which again points the reader beyond temporal 
benefits such as earthly wealth and reputation. This is further 
reinforced by verse 20, where Wisdom declares, “I walk in 
the way of righteousness, along the paths of justice.” Wisdom 
will lead those who love her along paths of righteousness and 
justice, so that they can see the right way clearly and walk in it. 

Finally, Wisdom promises a rich inheritance for those who 
love her, “making their treasuries full” (vs. 21). This brings us 
full circle: Those who choose wisdom above worldly things will 

not only receive wisdom, 
but all the blessings that 
wisdom brings. 

7. What does wisdom 
say about those who love 
and seek her?

8. What are some of the 
benefits of seeking God’s 
wisdom, according to 
Solomon?

9. What did Solomon 
compare to gold and silver 
in verse 19? In what way is 
this comparison different 
from the one made in verses 
10-11?

Gold sandals worn by the wife of an 
Egyptian pharaoh. Wisdom said, “My 
fruit is better than fine gold” (Prov. 8:19).
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Wisdom Means Following God’s Will
Local schoolteachers Barry and Marcia helped start a mission 

church in a small town 15 miles from their own small town. 
Most of the attendants were brand-new believers. Therefore, 
the couple led a study on finding God’s will for your life. 

The study stressed the importance of listening to the Holy 
Spirit and doing what He says. Soon, the couple realized that 
they were not doing that in their own lives. Though they were 
serving God by helping to start the new church and teaching 
God’s Word, they knew God was leading them to do some-
thing more. Barry told the group gathered one evening that it 
was time for him and Marcia to do what they were teaching 
others to do—follow God’s will for their lives. 

While praying for wisdom to know God’s will, they experi-
enced God’s tug at their hearts to go to seminary, but it didn’t 
look like a wise thing to do financially or practically. Their par-
ents and some sincere friends thought they were crazy to leave 
well-paying teaching jobs with great health and retirement 
benefits. The couple realized they would be leaving security, 
comfort, wonderful friends and family, a promising future in 
the school system, and a church they loved behind. 

However, they knew God wanted them to go, and things 
began to happen quickly. In a matter of days, Barry was hired 
to teach part-time at two different colleges near the seminary, 
and Marcia knew a couple who insisted that they would buy 
the house so Barry and Marcia could follow God’s calling. 

At the end of the month, they resigned from their teaching 
jobs and scheduled the moving truck. Even though there were 
days they were concerned how everything would work out, 
they also knew following God’s will was the wisest decision. 

10. How and why are God’s will and wisdom connected? 

11. When have you experienced this connection in your 
own life?

12. Are worldly desires and God’s wisdom and will 
always in conflict? Explain your answer. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of June 22 through June 28

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 119:97-104—The Law Provides the Edge.
Tues. Matthew 25:1-13—Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids.
Wed. Ephesians 3:7-13—The Church Proclaims the Wisdom of God.
Thurs. 1 Corinthians 6:1-6—Is There No Wise Person among You?
Fri. Matthew 7:24-27—The Wise and Foolish Builders.
Sat. Psalm 1—The Benefits of Making the Wise Choice.
Sun. Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18—Wisdom Delivers Many Benefits.

Finding the Treasures of Wisdom
All of us want to make wise decisions; no one wants to 

make foolish ones. However, knowing God’s wisdom and will 
requires intention and discipline. It is much easier to go with 
the flow of the world and pursue what it says is best and right 
or easiest and most fun. That pursuit leads to an often bitter 
end.

 �  Complete the following sentences and take the time to revisit 
them this coming week.  
 
The worldly desires of ________________ are pressuring me 
right now. However, I will commit to finding the treasures of 
wisdom by _________________. 

KEY VERSE
Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than 
choice gold. For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things 
that may be desired are not to be compared to it. 
 —Proverbs 8:10-11, KJV

Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than 
choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing 
you desire can compare with her. —Proverbs 8:10-11, NIV


