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These Bible characters found out that God was real and powerful. 
Complete the double match mix-up to discover what this 
knowledge gave them. First, match the letters in front of the clues 
with the names. Then put the letters in the correct squares above 
the pictures. Finally, unscramble the letters to find out what these 
Bible people all had in common. They each had
                      ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____.

DOUBle MatchDOUBle Match

Daniel

Amos

Elisha

Jonah

Elijah

Esther

Shadrach,
Meshach,
and Abednego

LESSON 12

G took a lot of heat for refusing to bow to an idol.

U watched his master get carried away.

C proved that prayer could be a lion tamer.

E put her life on the line to save her people.

O spoke of truth, justice, and God’s way.

R used God’s underwater transportation. 

A won the mountaintop challenge



K  ing Darius became king in 

Babylon after Belshazzar died. 

He appointed 120 satraps1 to rule 

over his kingdom. He also placed 

Daniel as one official in charge 

of them. Daniel performed so 

well that Darius planned to set 

him over his entire kingdom. 

The other officials tried to 

find a way to stop Daniel from 

obtaining this position.

 Read Daniel 6:4-9. How did the 
officials first try to get Daniel in 

trouble? How did the officials try 
to trap Daniel?

Now when 

Daniel learned 

that the decree 

had been 

published, he went home to his 

upstairs room where the windows 

opened toward Jerusalem. Three 

times a day he got down on his 

knees and prayed, giving thanks 

to his God, just as he had done 

before. Then these men went as a 

group and found Daniel praying and 

asking God for help. So they went 

to the king and spoke to him about 

his royal decree. “Did you 

not publish a decree that 

during the next thirty 

days anyone who prays 

to any god or human 

being except to you, 

Your Majesty, would 

be thrown into the 

Daniel 6:10-14

1Pronounced SAY-
traps. Officials 
in the Persian 
government.

2

2An ancient form of 
capital punishment.

 i will obey
god’s law
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lions’ den?”2

 The king answered, 

“The decree stands—in 

accordance with the law of 

the Medes and Persians, 

which cannot be repealed.”3 

 Then they said to the 

king, “Daniel, who is one 

of the exiles from Judah, 

pays no attention to you, O 

king, or to the decree you 

put in writing. He still prays 

three times a day.” When 

the king heard this, he was greatly 

distressed; he was determined 

to rescue Daniel and made every 

effort until sundown to save him.

How did Daniel respond to the 

decree that Darius put in 
writing? Why do you think 
Daniel was so open about his 
praying, instead of keeping 
it secret?

The other officials pressured 

Darius to abide by his law, 

so he reluctantly had Daniel 

put into the lions’ den. The 

next day the king hurried to 

the den and found Daniel unharmed.

Read Daniel 6:20-23. What did 
Darius say to Daniel? How did 
Daniel’s actions impress the king?

Darius executed the officials who 
accused Daniel, and made a new 

law honoring the living God.
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3The law of Medes and 
Persians could not be 
repealed or changed 
once they had been 

decreed.
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Many people know about Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and how 
he affected everybody around him. 
But many of us do not know about 
the man who had a great effect on 
King’s life—Dr. Benjamin E. Mays.
 Young Benjamin Mays had it hard 
growing up in South Carolina in the 
early 1900s. When talking about his 
struggles, we have to talk about how 
he was able to overcome. Mays said 
this: “Religion serves as a survival 
tool for most blacks.” Being a 
Christian made Mays an overcomer.
 Mays grew up in what he called 
“respectable poverty.” His family was 
not without self-esteem. Mays once 
said, “Although I appreciate the current 
emphasis on blackness, I am mighty glad 
I didn’t have to wait 70 years for someone 
in the late sixties to teach me to appreciate 
what I am—black!” He believed in the 
freedom of all human beings regardless of 
their skin color, who they were, or how much 
money they had. He believed in Christian unity 
among all races. He said, “In God’s domain, all 
men are equal.” These same beliefs he helped to 
instill in Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
 “Bennie” Mays’s mom and dad (both had 
been born slaves) raised him and his eight 
brothers and sisters in a Christian way. His 
mom, Louvenia, would often ask Bennie to 
read sections of the Bible to her. Sometimes his 
father, Hezekiah, would read the Bible as the 
family gathered together for nightly prayer.
 Folks always said, “This boy is going 
places.” Benjamin F. Mays eventually became 
president of Morehouse College, holding that 
position for 27 years. He also pastored a church 
in Atlanta and was dean of religion at Howard 
University for six years. One of his goals was to 
have students look upon themselves as human 
beings first and incidentally black. Mays was 
well known around Morehouse College for his 
Tuesday morning sermons. One of the students 
who attended was Dr. King.
 Dr. King spoke of how Mays influenced 
him in King’s first book, Stride Toward Freedom. 

Mays met King in 
the Morehouse chapel. 
King would speak with him after Mays’s 
weekly addresses, later spending time together 
at home.
 When asked how he impacted King’s life, 
Mays responded: “There is no way a person 
can know his influence upon another. King did 
as much for me, even more.” Mays once said, 
“Whatever you do, do it so well that the living, 
dead, or unborn couldn’t do it any better. Never 
allow the world to dismiss you because of lazy, 
sloppy, or mediocre work.”
 Mays said that the people in his church and 
others made him believe that he could do some-
thing worthwhile in the world. He was deter-
mined to never let them down, and he didn’t.

KEY VERSE
I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at 
my right hand, I will not be shaken.
                                                                  Psalm 16:8


